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POA Says “Not Now”  
to Special Fire District
After careful consideration of all of the information 
presented about the proposed Special Independent Fire 
District for The Villages portion of Sumter County, the 
POA Board of Directors concluded that it could not 
support the new District at this time.

Donuts & Coffee will be 
available at the POA  
General Membership 

Meetings

POA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETINGS ARE NOW LIVE 
STREAMED ON FACEBOOK 

AND ALSO AVAILABLE  
ON YOUTUBE

There are three primary reasons the POA does not believe the Special District is needed at 
this time.

The initial issue to be solved was poor ambulance service being provided by American Medical 
Rescue (AMR). That issue has been resolved with the termination of the contract between 
Sumter County and AMR. The Villages Public Safety Division (VPSD) will begin 
providing ambulance transport services on October 1, 2022. The Special Fire District has 
nothing to do with ambulance services.

There is no discernable benefit to residents with the proposed new Fire District. The services 
provided by VPSD will remain the same, regardless of whether the voters approve the 
District. Nothing new will be added and nothing will be lost so why would residents choose to 
pay more?

While the District has provided cost estimates to residents to help them determine their 
individual cost of implementing the fire district, the estimates are only initial costs and do not 
consider any increases the Governor-appointed board may make. The estimated costs provided 
by the District use .1 mil as a calculation, yet there is nothing to prevent the new board from 
starting anywhere up to the full 1 mil, which would drive the costs up further. Even if they 
start at .1 mil, under what circumstances might the board raise that initial rate upwards to the 
cap of 1 mil? The formula also does not give a number for the “identified administrative costs, 
collection costs, and statutory discounts” provided for in the ballot question. These are all 
decisions that will be made by the new board. (See page 2.)
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Fire District continued on page 2
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is the original property owners’ group 
in The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting 
as a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	  Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

The proposal to create an Independent Special 
Fire District came as a surprise when presented 
by VPSD Fire Chief Edmund Cain during the 
public meetings being held to address the 
ambulance issue in the Summer 2021. Special 
legislation was quickly created and passed by the 
Florida State Legislature and ultimately signed by 
Governor Ron DeSantis that allows a referendum 
question on the November Sumter County 
election ballot.

The Sumter County Ballot question will 
appear as follows:

Funding The Villages Independent Fire Control 
and Rescue District Services, Administration, 
and Capital with a mix of Ad Valorem and Non-
Ad Valorem Property Assessments. 

Shall the district cap any ad valorem taxes at 1 
mil, and levy annual non-ad valorem assessments 
beginning with the 2023-2024 fiscal year to fund 
fire protection, rescue, emergency medical services, 
administration, governance, and associated capital 
not exceeding $124 per parcel plus $0.75 per $1,000 
of value of improvements thereon, together with 
identified administrative costs, collection costs, and 
statutory discounts, with increases limited by growth 
in Florida personal income over the previous 5 years?

The last part of the question limits increases 
by growth in Florida personal income over the 
previous 5 years. Is this for all categories of 
charges? Will the Ad Valorem mil rate only go up 
by that rate on a rolling 5-year average or is it just 
the administrative costs? 

The Florida Legislative Office of Economic 
and Demographic Research issued a report in 
December 2021 that included projections for 
growth in personal income, stating that Florida 
grew 5.3 percent in personal income during 
Fiscal Year 2018-19 and was expected to grow 5.1 
percent in Fiscal Year 2019-20. It also expected 
“a projected growth rate for the 2020-21 fiscal 
year of around 8.5 percent” and thereafter, “the 
annual growth rates are expected to remain 
solidly above 4.0 percent.” 

Just as amenity fees are adjusted annually based 
on the CPI, does this become another annual 
adjustment/increase?

A recent housing market study shows that 
housing values in Florida have risen 81% in 
the last five years and predicts that trend will 
continue. Remember, the variable mil rate is 
tied to “improved” (market) value. Anyone who 
has sold or purchased a home in the last year 

Fire District continued on page 4

Fire District continued from page 1
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Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES   Joining or   Renewing at $10 per year per household (see page 15)

# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________ 	 Membership Amount $___________
Donation (optional) $_ ________ 	 Total Enclosed $________________
ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
First & Last Name_________________________________________________________
Email Address_ __________________________________________________________
# of Residents at address below _ ____________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________ Village Name ___________________________
Unit # (see Villages ID/UL) _______ Villa Name (if applicable)___________________________
City ________________________________________________ Zip Code ___________
2nd Resident First & Last Name_ _____________________________________________
Relation ________________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway   E-Bulletin   Driveway & E-Bulletin   None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

VIAGRA 100MG GEN - $4 EACH
CIALIS 20MG GEN - $5 EACH
JANUMET 50/1000mg 168 Tab Brand $196.63
ELIQUIS 5mg 168 Tab Brand $274.66
XARELTO 20mg 84 Tab Brand $251.34

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

- -

Are you a frequent flyer traveling  
for business or pleasure and  

need transportation services?   

Creative Concierge  
Premier Limousine Services

Promo code GRACE4401 

Call (352) 233-4269 or email  
admin@creativeconcierge.biz 

for additional information.
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in The Villages knows how housing values have 
skyrocketed. The rates will be set on this year’s 
values NEXT year.

District Manager Kenny Blocker and Chief Cain 
have made a case that the primary benefit of 
independence is increased local control and 
accountability. While that may be true, the POA 
does not believe the added costs justify this level 
of local control. Funding for The Villages Public 
Safety has been provided as a part of the Sumter 
County budget for years without issue. 

The County collects the $124 fire assessment fee 
and currently approximately .71 of the County mil 
rate is directed to VPSD. If the Special District 
is implemented it is unknown if the County will 
reduce that portion of the tax or will redirect it 
to other services, which would create another 
increase for taxpayers.

Some confusion and general questions remain.  
Two phrases are used in applying the mil rates.  

“Assessed value” is used to apply the additional 
ad-valorem up-to-1 mil rate.  While “improved 
value” (market value less land value) is used to 
apply the 0.75 mil rate.  Only the market and 
assessed values appear on your annual TRIM 
Notice (Notice of Proposed Property Taxes 
and Proposed Non-As- Valorem Assessments 
of Property Taxes and Non-Ad Valorem 
assessments).

Under the current County system, the county 
fire funding portion is part of the Ad valorem tax 
which is tax deductible for some people.  Will the 
special fire district scenario be treated the same 
or will it be considered a Non-Ad valorem tax 
which would not be tax deductible?

There has not been much discussion about 
current and future fire stations and equipment. 
How were current stations funded and who owns 
them? How will any new stations be funded? 
Under an independent fire district, after the 
next fire station has been built and necessary 
equipment and trucks acquired, will residents 

have paid more or less than the current county 
funding method? Will the new board consider 
growth impact fees to fund new stations and 
equipment? 

There has also not been much discussion about 
VPSD providing services to Villages residents 
that live in Lake and Marian counties. Each of 
those areas is covered by an interlocal agreement. 
Under an independent district, those agreements 
would still apply, and residents of those areas 
would not pay for services based on the formula. 
In other words, they would receive the same 
services while paying substantially less than 
Sumter County Villages residents.

Finally, there is the Governor-appointed 
governing board. Any Sumter County resident 
can seek appointment by applying online. Those 
applications would not be vetted in public. The 
initial terms will be staggered. Three of the five 
seats will serve for three years, and two will 
serve for two years. That means the Governor-

Fire District continued on page 5

Fire District continued from page 2
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A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

appointed board will be in control, setting important policies and rates for the first four years.

The debate about ambulance services and the proposed fire district has been lively and residents have 
been interested and engaged. The POA applauds Sumter County officials for resolving the issue of 
ambulance service and looks forward to VPSD taking over on October 1.

The bottom line is the ambulance issue has been resolved and was the only issue on the 
table. Nothing further needs to be done at this time. 

In-Home Services 
for Seniors by Seniors

Mature Responsible Caregivers
There’s a huge difference in 
the kind of home care you can 
recieve from someone who 
really understands what your 
life is like as a senior.

Our loving and compassionate 
seniors are there to help. We 
offer the services you need to 
stay in your own home, living 
independently.

• Meal Preparation

• Transportation

• Doctor 
Appointments

• Companion & 
Homemaker 
Services

• Relief for Family 
Members

• And More!

352.913.1218 
SeniorCareTheVillages.com

© 2022 Each office is independently owned and operated.

To advertise, contact: 
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

Fire District continued from page 4

Guitars • Drums 
 Keyboards• PA Systems 

Accessories
LAKE COUNTY’S 
PREMIER MUSIC STORE
1607 US Highway 441
Leesburg
Mon. - Fri. 10 - 7 • Sat. 10 - 2

352.323.8889
www.leesburgflmusic.com

Sign Up
for Music
Lessons



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 19756 OCTOBER 2022

In Case You Missed It…Highlights from September Meetings
PWAC Approves Low Ball Bid for 
Water Tower & Windmill
Without addressing the questions that had 
surfaced about the definitions of “replacement” 
versus “repair and maintenance” of assets on 
Exhibit A of the Project Wide Fund Agreement, 
the Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) 
approved a surprisingly low bid for the 
replacement of the controversial water tower 
and windmill at Brownwood Square. Mark Cook 
Builders submitted the only bid, coming in 
nearly $100,000 lower than the original estimate 
of $225,000. The builder has worked on a 
number of projects in The Villages. 

The two structures were removed prior to the 
current hurricane season due to rotting wood 
and a determination that they were unsafe to 
hold up to high winds. PWAC members balked 
not only at the cost to replace them, but also 
did not agree that they were obligated under the Highlights continued on page 7

Project Wide Agreement to do so. The Villages’ 
attorney for the Sumter Landing Community 
Development District, issued a lengthy opinion 
as to what it considered PWAC’s obligation. 
The independent attorney for CDD 7 had an 
opposing view.

Residents have been in an uproar over any 
expenditures to replace the structures, which 
serve no function other than ornamental. PWAC 
members have vowed to keep an eye on the costs 
to ensure they stay in line with the quote.

AAC Reconsidering Cap on 
Amenity Fees
At its September meeting, the Amenity Authority 
Committee (AAC) discussed reimplementing 
a cap on Amenity Fees in response to current 
inflation that is hitting Villagers’ pocketbooks. 
Because the Consumer Price Index (CPI) has 
been so high – topping 9% in recent months, 

BEFORE AFTER

REAL  PATIENT

BEFORE AFTER

REAL  PATIENT

Primary Location
825 7th St., Clermont, FL

(352) 243-7700

Secondary Location 
242 Taylor St., Ocoee, FL 34761

(407) 656-4702

MUST SEE OUR WEBSITE REVIEWS!  www.drkasem.com
Dr. Kasem received his implant training from Harvard University  and the Medical College of Georgia
OUR ON-SITE DENTAL LAB ENSURES SAME DAY SERVICE AT THE HIGHEST QUALITY!

Dentures & Dental 
Implant Seminar

 Q & A Session 
11/7/2022 

at 4:00pm
   Limited Seating

Call for Appointment
352-243-7700

40 Years
of

Experience

MASKS OFF SMILES ON

If you have insurance, 
call to verify that we accept it.
In Office Mild Sedation or Be Put To Sleep

AAC Chair Don Deakin said now is the time for 
the Committee to provide some relief.

The Amenity Fee had been capped at $155 for 
many years. Known as the Amenity Deferral 
Rate, once a homeowner reached $155 the rate 
froze there. Both the AAC and Project Wide 
Advisory Committee (PWAC) removed the cap 
in 2019, causing the Amenity Fee to be adjusted 
by the CPI automatically on the anniversary 
date of the purchase of the home. The current 
Prevalent Rate is $179 and is used as a starting 
point for all sales of new and existing homes 
effective January 1, 2022. That rate is now being 
adjusted annually by the Developer.

The AAC directed staff to provide revenue 
projections based on a $195 deferral rate for 
consideration at the October meeting. Members 
agreed it is important that the AAC maintain a 
strong financial position.



7OCTOBER 2022     POA4US.org     
Highlights continued from page 6

Developer Announces Changes at Spanish Springs 
In the Developer-owned Villages Daily Sun a “Big Evolution” was announced last month for Spanish 
Springs. New retail, entertainment and lifestyle options are just around the corner, according to the 
article.

Changes include:

•	 The Rialto Theater is permanently closing as a theater. The long-speculated closure calls for a 
“luxury fitness experience” that will be provided by Genesis Health Clubs which acquired the 
fitness center business in Spanish Springs.

Residents have been complaining about the availability of movies only at the Old Mill Playhouse 
at Lake Sumter Landing. The Barnstorm Theater in Brownwood has also remained closed since 
the COVID pandemic. The Developer has cited the declining attendance at movie theaters as 
the reasons for the closures, believing only one theater is needed. Residents, however, think that 
the lines are too long, and another theater needs to be open. As a private business, there is really 
nothing that can be done to force another location to re-open.

•	 The Reina Building will provide first floor retail and restaurants, with upper levels being 
developed into apartments. 

•	 The Hacienda Hills Golf Club will soon be under construction with 25 new homes, a resort-style 
pool, pickleball courts and additional amenities.

Two years ago, the Developer floated the idea of second floor apartments in both Spanish Springs 
and Lake Sumter Landing. The AAC approved a change in the designation of 300 Amenity Units 
from senior assisted living to general residential after the Developer closed the La Hacienda 
Country Club restaurant and pool. Residents were outraged when plans were announced to build 
apartments at that site.

•	 The Villages Christmas Parade will return in December. 

www.TheRoofGuys.com
120 S.E. Hwy. 484
Ocala, FL 34480

1 Mile East of Don Garlits Museum

- Free Roof Evaluation & Estimate

- Experts with Solatubes & Gutters

- Servicing The Villages Since 2001

- Local Brick & Mortar Showroom (352) 396-7813
www.groutsmith.com

THE

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About 
Our 10 Year 
Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 10.31.22

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312
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Join the 4,000 
Residents Who 
Are the First to 
Receive The POA 
Bulletin via email
Sign up for e-delivery of 
The POA Bulletin. Go to 
POA4US.org and select 
POA Bulletin Delivery at 
the bottom of the page. 
There you can enter your 
information to receive The 
POA Bulletin via email and 
it will stop your driveway 
delivery. You will recieve 
The POA Bulletin via email 
the day before normal 
driveway deliveries occur.

POA W
ATC

H LIST

Election Day continued on page 9

VERY LIMITED SEATING IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES.

Are Your Estate Planning 
Documents in Order?
Join Attorney Kathryn Linn for a Free Legal Seminar

Call 352-633-1263 For Dates
Linn Building, 561 Fieldcrest Drive, The Villages, FL, 32162
Just off 466 in Southern Trace Office Center – Golf Cart Accessible

Attorney Kathryn Linn will discuss: Estate Planning 
• Whether your out-of-state documents are valid in Florida.
• The Probate process and how to potentially avoid it.
• How to provide for a special needs/handicapped beneficiary.
• How to potentially minimize or eliminate estate taxes.

Election Information
Election Day is November 8. See page 9 for information  
on Early Voting and Election Day Voting Locations.
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC)
The AAC is a committee of the Village Center Community Development District 
(VCCDD). The AAC is responsible for amenity services north of C.R. 466 which 
involves recommending budgets, developing policy and the operation of amenity 
facilities and services. The facilities under their purview include recreation centers, 
executive golf courses, gate houses and postal facilities.
Election for AAC seats is a landowner election and is held on a separate ballot and in 
a separate room from the general election. Only one person per address can vote in 
this election. The election is managed by District staff.
The POA has endorsed:
Richard E. (Reb) Benson, Seat 2 
Ed Reagan, AAC Representative for Lady Lake-Lake County 

Medicare 
Open Enrollment Period
October 15 - December 7
See Page 19
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North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD)
NSCUDD is the water, wastewater, and non-potable irrigation water service providers to 
properties within District’s 5 – 11 and are also the provider of the solid waste sanitation services 
for the Marion, Sumter, and Fruitland Park portions of The Villages. In addition, the services are 
provided to Sumter Landing and Brownwood. 
NSCUDD consists of a seven-member Board of Directors representing Districts 5-10 and one at-
large seat. The members are elected by registered voters residing in Districts 5-10.
The POA has endorsed:
Ellen Decker – NSCUDD – Seat 3 
Daniel Warren – NSCUCC – 5 
 
Village Community Development District  (VCDD) 6
The numbered residential CDDs Boards of Supervisors are responsible for setting and managing 
the annual maintenance assessment for their respective district. The maintenance budgets 
include items such as villa road repairs, landscape improvements, fence and wall painting, and 
the allocations to the Project Wide Fund (CDDs 5-13) for shared maintenance and improvements.
The POA has endorsed:
Linda Grzesik, VCDD 6 - Board of Supervisors, Seat 4 

Florida State House District 52
Includes all of Sumter County
The POA has endorsed:
Ash Marwah

REGISTER TO VOTE
October 11, 2022

Last Day to Register to Vote for this Election

 

SUMTER COUNTY EARLY VOTING  
Oct. 25 - Nov. 5, 2022  

9 AM - 6 PM 
SumterElections.org

LAKE COUNTY EARLY VOTING   
Oct. 24 - Nov. 5, 2022  

10 AM - 6 PM 
LakeVotes.com

MARION COUNTY EARLY VOTING  
Oct. 27 - Nov. 5, 2022  

8 AM - 6 PM 
VoteMarion.gov

ELECTION DAY 
November 8, 2022

7 AM - 7 PM
Voters must vote at their Assigned Precinct

For early voting and election day voting 
locations, please visit your county’s election 

website listed above. 

U
S
A

at the door The #1 Tribute Artists & Shows Touring
Get Your Tickets now, as these will SELL OUT

Central FL Largest Community Theatre
Bringing you Top Quality Shows & Concerts

H
IG

HWAY  PATROLH
IG

HWAY  PATROL

BANDBAND

Michael Peterson & Highway Patrol Band
bringing you some of the best county music

 STATE
OF THE ART 
LIGHTING

&
BEST

ACOUSTICS
AROUND

THE ENTIRE
THEATRE IS 

CONSIDERED
VIP

SEATING
ANYWHERE

ELSE

Election Day continued from page 8
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OCTOBER 12TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM  

Florida Blue Medicare  
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 13TH  
10:00AM & 2:00PM  

Florida Blue Medicare   
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 14TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare  
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 18TH 
10:00AM  

Florida Blue Medicare  
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 19TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare 
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100 

Wildwood

OCTOBER 20TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare 
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100 

Wildwood

OCTOBER 21ST 
10:00AM & 2:00PM  

Florida Blue Medicare  
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 24TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare  
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100 

Wildwood

OCTOBER 26TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare 
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100  

Wildwood

OCTOBER 27TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare 
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100 

Wildwood

OCTOBER 28TH 
10:00AM & 2:00PM 

Florida Blue Medicare 
4713 E SR 44 Ste 100 

Wildwood

Exciting News! Florida Blue Medicare is  
hosting events in The Villages® Community

This month we will be offering Medicare classes, plus many other FUN activities! 

To be able to enroll or switch to a Florida Blue Medicare Plan outside of the Annual Election Period (AEP), you must be eligible for a Special Election Period (SEP) or Initial Enrollment 
Period (IEP). Not sure if you qualify — ask one of our agents at the event. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-352-353-3399 (TTY users should 
call 1-800-955-8770.) Florida Blue is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Florida Blue Medicare is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Florida Blue or Florida 
Blue Medicare depends on contract renewal. Health coverage is offered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. HMO coverage is offered by Florida Blue 
Medicare, Inc., DBA Florida Blue Medicare. These companies are affiliates of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., and Independent Licensees of the Blue Cr oss and Blue Shield 
Association. We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. For more information visit 
floridablue.com/ndnotice. ©2022 Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. All rights reserved. 
Y0011_FBM0924h  2022_M

Limited Seating - RSVP Now! Limited Seating - RSVP Now! Call Call 1-352-353-3399

A licensed agent will be present at each event if you have any Medicare questions or are interested in our    
Florida Blue Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Check out what’s planned for September:
Wildwood — Florida Blue Medicare
4713 E. State Road 44, STE 100
PLEASE RSVP: Monday - Friday 9am - 5 pm

Medicare Educational Event 
September 1, 8, 15, & 21 

10 AM & 2 PM
Get your questions answered 

by one of our Medicare experts

National Blueberry Popsicle Day 
Serving frozen treats during a 

Medicare overview
 September 2

2 PM

Cooking Class 
September 7 & 28

From 10 AM - Noon 
Healthy Eating Made Simple & 

Easy

National Cinnamon Raisin Bread Day
September 16
 10 AM & 2 PM

Come enjoy yummy bread and learn 
about Medicare

Free Hair Cuts for Veterans & First 
Responders 

September 6
1-5 PM

RSVP for Appointment Time

Turning 65 Birthday Party Bingo 
September 20

2 PM
Come learn about Medicare and 

celebrate with cake!  Get your free 
Medicare package.

Dancing for Health
September  9

From 10-11 AM & 1-2 PM 
Dave Wade Studio of Social 

& Stage Art

Living with the Journey of 
Dementia Series 

September 20

10:30 AM
Jackie Kuhn-Damron

Investing at Retirement
Eric Perlman with Primerica

September 22
2 PM

Fall Photography Session 
September 29
10 AM - 2 PM 

Family, friends or pet portraits- 
Book your sitting now! 

RSVP for Appointment Time

Fall Risk Prevention & Craft Time 
September 30 

2 PM 
Pam Pell with Comfort Keepers

Senior Technology Class 
September 22

10 AM (90 min session)
Smartphone 101 Best App for 

Seniors - learn how to use basic 
apps Apple & Android 

Bring your device.

National Chocolate Milk Day
September 27

10 AM
We'll have a glass waiting for you 

during our Medicare presentation!

Enhance Your Natural Beauty 
September 19

10 AM 
PPaarrtt  11 of class series - 

Learn how to help your skin age 
gracefully 

Enhance Your Natural Beauty 
September 23

2 PM
learn about healthy skin care techniques

Enhance Your Natural Beauty 
September 26

10 AM 
PPaarrtt  22 of class series - 

Learn how to help your skin age 
gracefully 

Free gift without obligation to enroll. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-352-353-3399 (TTY users should call 1-800-955-8770). Florida Blue and Florida Blue 
Medicare are Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. Florida Blue is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida Inc. We comply with applicable Federal 
civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. For more information visit floridablue.com/ndnotice. © 2021 Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. All rights reserved.
Y0011_FBM1062 2021_C

Still have  
Medicare Questions?
Get your Medicare questions answered and learn more 
about Florida Blue Medicare plans. Join us at the date, 
time and location that’s most convenient for you.  
Receive a free gift just for attending.

October  
2022
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You’re Invited!
POA Board of Directors & Volunteer Recruitment Event

October 28 |  7 pm  |  Laurel Manor Recreation Center
Become an active leader in the strongest  

Property Owners’ Advocacy Organization in The Villages!
Learn about the many opportunities to volunteer and how you can truly make a difference on 

issues that impact your quality of life and property values in The Villages.
Coffee and donuts will be served.

Questions? Call POA Board President Cliff Wiener at 352-418-7372

Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager 
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

InteriorsbyJanet.com

• Paint Color Consulting

• Furniture Floor Plans

• Staging Services

• Lighting/Furniture Selections

• Artwork Selection/Placement

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

www.InteriorsbyJanet.com

INTERIORS BY

Your life. Styled.

• Paint Color Consulting
    • Rearranging Furniture & Artwork
        • Selecting New Pieces of Furniture

Your Personal Guide For...

...Starting From 
$9500

 

AshFor52.com        MarwahAsh@aol.com 

AAsshh  
Marwah 

Approved and paid for by Ashok “Ash” K. Marwah, 
Democrat for House District 52 Campaign 

 Keep taxes down 
 Support affordable insurance 
 Oppose voter suppression 

352.217.7556352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon RequiredCoupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/23

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.

Did you know?
The Bulletin is available 
online – including 
archived editions.
POA4US.org/bulletin

Join Us In Person 
or Online for  

The POA General  
Membership 

Meeting
October 18, 2022  •  7 pm 

LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER 
Speaker: Patrick Walsh 

Covanta Energy
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Visit us online at HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

THE NUMBER ONE MLS COMPANY IN THE VILLAGES FOR OVER 18 YEARS.

Amanda Fincher 
(352) 497-5673

Tim Davis 
(352) 446-1688

#1 Independent Real 
Estate Company in  
The Villages & Wildwood

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Pat Serafino 
(352) 630-7230

Kent Merchant 
(410) 925-6540

Linda Flack 
(352) 789-7966

Scott & Cindy Dunn
(352) 205-4124

Ann & Jeff Dyer 
Jeff (860) 877-1608  
Ann (860) 302-8354

Steve Savage 
(908) 675-0533

Jenny Ferns 
(352) 445-8903

Gail Damon 
(352) 626-3121

Gail Carter 
(352) 516-9131

LeeAnn Hino 
 (561) 779-7796

Sunny Parsons 
(352) 239-0980

Team Lauder 
 Alan (352) 256-2568 
Amy (321) 303-6469

Debbie & Lee Schoonover
(352) 661-9552

Kristin Wendt 
(603) 509-0027

Jana Raber 
(812) 499-9571

Cheri Probert 
(352) 427-9501

Cissie Smith 
(352) 391-0884

Donna Pattemore 
(216) 548-9295

Patti Belton 
(352) 434-5101

Douglas Lange 
(352) 559-9300

Melissa Huennekens 
(352) 817-7975

Micki Wohl 
(954) 839-5880

Peggy Schaefer 
(352) 801-0040

Rick McKean 
(352) 425-1099

James Haviland 
(352) 875-2170

Heather Brown 
(352) 233-9294
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Glenn Stein 
Broker/Owner

LOOK FOR OUR THURSDAY & SATURDAY FULL PAGE ADS IN THE DAILY SUNTHE NUMBER ONE MLS COMPANY IN THE VILLAGES FOR OVER 18 YEARS.

Do You Know Someone That’s Looking To Rent in The Villages?
REALTY EXECUTIVES Long Term Rentals are competitively priced and the homeowner pays  
The Villages Amenities Fees and more! If you have a home that you would like to rent with our Property 
Management Department, please contact Sandra Giraldo (352) 572-7328

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Terri Edwards 
(267) 918-4125

Sheila Davis 
(352) 446-6942

Nathaniel Suleiman 
(352) 456-1941

Doreen Jones 
(352) 616-1100

Joy Wilson 
 (352) 552-5337

Charmaine Adams 
(904) 646-8206

Denise Testai 
(561) 351-7756

Kat McNeely 
(352) 250-4842

Karla Mason 
(352) 430-7725

Bob Berube 
(352) 446-9969

Jamie Rosier 
(352) 247-1659

Eva Kennedy 
(352) 459-7444

James Cooper 
(352) 626-3151

Annette McCullough 
(352) 350-0168

Riley Mills 
(352) 208-8138

Candyce Gresham 
(704) 651-5000

Frances Pierce 
(352) 459-5601

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY

For ticket information, 
please call 352-255-5890

Proceeds Benefit Alzheimer’s Research

Saturday, November 12, 6-9 pm 
The Savannah Center
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A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

www.TheGuruGutterGuys.com
120 S.E. Hwy. 484
Ocala, FL 34480

1 Mile East of Don Garlits Museum

- Seamless Gutters Made On-Site

- Free Upgrade to 6” Gutter

- 50 Year Manufacturer Warranty

- Lifetime Installation Warranty

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.

Vial Of Life
The “Vial Of Life” program is designed to 
provide needed information to emergency 
personnel in situations where you are unable 
to do so. The information in the vial should 
include medical history, medications and 
dosage, doctor’s name, emergency contact 
numbers, hospital preference, and other 
information.
The container is located in your refrigerator 
within your house. This location is used 
as it is a common appliance in all homes 
and the contents of a refrigerator remain 
undamaged during a fire. Law enforcement, 
Fire Departments and Emergency Personnel 
are trained to look for the “Vial Of Life” in your 
refrigerator.
If you would like to participate in this 
program, please contact:
Theresa Cooper  
Villages District Office  
(352) 689-4600 
Beth Hunt 
SCSO Headquarters in Wildwood 
(352) 569-1600 
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FL Lic # W218552. #P132999. Free dinner with no 
obligation to enroll. This event is for educational purposes 
only, there will be no plan benefit information shared. For 
accommodations of persons with special needs 
at meetings, please call. 352-436-1523, TTY 711, M-F 
12pm-8pm EST. By calling the number above, you will be 
directed to a licensed insurance agent. 55823_051622_MK

No small children please.

Are you turning 65 within 
the next three months?

This meeting’s for you!
You’re invited to attend a free dinner 

and educational Medicare seminar!

Presentations will start at 6:00pm.

Space is limited. Call to reserve 
your spot and get more info today!

352-436-1523
TTY 711, (M-F, 12pm-8pm EST)

August 1 Perkins Resteraunt
27811 US-27, 
Leesburg, FL 34748

August 23 Perkins Resteraunt
905 Bichara Blvd
Lady Lake, FL 32159

Important POA 
Membership Dues 
Announcement
Since 1975, The Property Owners’ 
Association, Inc. (POA) has been a 
champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. The POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that 
may impact property values and 
quality of life.
Every month, the POA publishes a 20-24 page 
Bulletin, delivering to nearly every driveway 
and more than 4,000 electronically.
We are all feeling the impact of inflation and 
rising costs. The POA is no different. Since 
1975, annual dues for membership have been 
$10 per household. 
After sustaining many increases in our costs 
to produce the Bulletin over the last several 
years, we have just been notified of a 20% 
increase in our printing costs, negotiated down 
from a proposed 38% hike!
In order to continue delivery of our important 
POA Bulletin, the Board has made the difficult 
decision to raise the membership dues to 
$15 per household, starting January 1, 2023. 
The extra $5 will help us supplement this 
staggering print cost increase and allow us to 
continue to keep Villages residents informed 
of issues that may affect their property values 
and quality of life.
If you renew your dues before the end of the 
year, you will only pay $10 for the year – pay 
for one year or 10!
We are grateful for all the residents who have 
and will continue to support the mission of the 
POA. 
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In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days, 9 AM  
to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. Select 
your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive to 
complete registration.

AARP Driver Safety 
now offers a 6 hour 
“Smart Driver”course 
for seniors; it is 
designed for those  
50 and older. 

Paul Scannell 352-399-6414 9:00 - Noon 10/4/22 Tue 10/5/22 Wed Colony Cottage
Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 9:00 - Noon 10/11/22 Tue 10/14/22 Fri Laurel Manor
Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 9:00 - Noon 10/15/22 Sat 10/22/22 Sat Paradise
Don Walker 352-430-0610 9:00 - Noon 10/17/22 Mon 10/20/22 Thur Savannah
Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 9:00 - Noon 10/25/22 Tue 10/26/22 Wed Rohan

All available courses are listed at  
AARP.org/findacourse or call 877-846-3299.

AARP now offers a 90 minute Smart Driver 
Technology (SDTEK) program for mature 
drivers. For more information: AARP.org/
findaworkshop10 or 352-430-1833.

Welcome New POA Board Member!
 
Steve Lapp
Steve has served as the District 7 supervisor, seat 3 (representing The Villages of Hemingway, Duval, 
Hadley & Bonita), vice-chair, and alternate representative to the Project Wide Advisory Committee 
(PWAC). During his time in this position, he was able to add a penalty clause to all contracts 
(previously a vendor could just walk away without penalty), reduce the issues caused by the trolls, 
negotiate with the Sumter Landing Community Development District to get better control of the funds 
that we are required to give them for our maintenance (currently over 50%). Perhaps one of the major 
accomplishments has been to keep District 7’s maintenance fees at the current level, including NO 
increase in the coming year.

Before moving to The Villages, Steve designed a lithotripter and trained physicians around the world  
in its use, performed digital forensics for the Department of Justice/ Drug Enforcement Agency  
(DOJ/DEA), and served in the United States Naval submarine force. He was the president of the 
Firnshire Farms Homeowners Association. 

Steve Lapp
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$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 09/30/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
Membership means more. Be a part of the only 
organization in The Villages that has been the 

champion of residents’ rights since 1975.  
POA4us.org

Golf Cart Rules Of The 
Road and Safety Tips
With the holidays and winter season coming, it is a 
good time for reminders about using golf carts safely in 
The Villages. The multi-modal paths are designated for 
use by non-automotive, non-vehicular traffic such as 
bicycles, golf cars and pedestrians.

RULES OF THE ROAD

•	 Must be 14 years or older to drive a golf car 
per Florida State Law, check with your local 
government jurisdiction for rules 

•	 Drive on neighborhood streets, marked roadside 
lanes, and multi-modal paths

•	 Obey all traffic laws, signs and signals

•	 Golf cars are subject to Florida’s open alcoholic 
container laws

•	 Speed not to exceed 20mp

•	 Use hand and turn signals 

•	 Yield to automobiles 

•	 Come to a full stop at stop signs 

•	 Never enter a roundabout in a golf car 

•	 Golf cars are prohibited from roadways with 
posted speeds of 35mph or more

SAFETY TIPS

•	 Provide a seat for each person/pet 

•	 Secure all children and pets 

•	 Keep passengers seated in golf car at all times 

•	 Keep arms and legs inside golf car at all times 

•	 Enter traffic lane safely before turning left 

•	 Be aware of vehicles turning right (across the golf 
car lane) 

•	 Maintain golf car according to manufacturer’s 
recommendations 

•	 Do not text/phone while driving 

•	 Limit passing slower golf cars 

•	 Pull off the path when you need to stop 
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

 Sale Ends October 12, 2022

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

Center Cut Beef 
Chuck Steak 
$449 lb.

Tripleta/ Triple  
Meat Sandwich

$999

Green Cabbage 
$0.49 lb.

Coca Cola Products
12pk 12oz cans,  

Assorted Varieties
 

$599
Coleslaw Salad

$449 lb.

Boneless Whole  
Or Half Pork Loin 

$249 lb.

Beef Chuck Steak  
1st Cut 

$399 lb.

Mahatma Long  
Grain Rice

20 lbs. $799

Jumbo White  
Onions

$0.99 lb.

Red Potatoes  
5lb Bag

$299 ea.

Fresh Chicken Leg  
Quarters, FamilyPack

$0.79 lb.

SUPERMARKET

Variety, 
Freshness 

and Savings 
in Every Aisle

Red or Green  
Seedless Grapes

$169 lb.

Incauca  
Turbinado Sugar

2 lbs.
$199 

Fresh Express 
Chopped Salads 

10 -12 oz.
$299 ea.

Essential Everyday 
Apple Juice

64 oz. 3/$5

Quaker Oats  
Regular or Quick 

42 oz.
$399

Nature’s Own  
Butterbread

20 oz.  
Buy 1 get 1 

FREE

Breakfast Combo: 
Ham, Egg & Cheese Bagel,  

and Small Coffee
$499

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

Visit Visit www.keyfooddeals.com  www.keyfooddeals.com  
to sign up for Key Food weekly specials  to sign up for Key Food weekly specials  

or scan hereor scan here
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SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs 
of Elders)  is increasing it’s counseling 
sites considerably during the Medicare 
Open Enrollment Period, October 15 
- December 7 so that enrollees can be 
assisted with this once a year opportunity 
to make changes to their advantage or 
prescription drug programs. In addition, 
volunteers will be available to assist 
clients with Medicare related questions 
including Medicaid, Medicare, and 
Medigap plans, financial assistance, and 
scams. The service is free and unbiased, 
and reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations 
to assist area residents for one-on-one 
counseling on the indicated days. 
Lake Miona Recreation Center 
9 am – 11:30 am, every Tuesday  
Oct 11 through Dec 13 including Nov 22
Eisenhower Recreation Center 
9 am - 11:30 am, every Wednesday  
Oct 5 through Dec 14 except Nov 23
Chula Vista Recreation Center 
3:00 pm - 5:30 pm, every Friday 
Oct 7 through Dec 16 except Nov 25
Lady Lake Library 
2:00 pm - 3:30 pm, Wednesdays  
Oct 12, 19, 26, Nov 2, 9, 16, 30 and Dec 1 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
“Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those turning 
65, will be made 1:00 –3:00 pm at the Aviary 
Recreation Center on:
Wednesday, October 12
Wednesday, Novemeber 9
Wednesday, December 14
For more information, sign onto  
floridashine.org or call 800-963-5337.
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

No medical records, NO PROBLEM.
Visit us at www.CMMDR.com

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA

Safe, Nontoxic Relief

Get your Medical Marijuana Card
Fast & Easy FREE evaluation

by phone! CALL NOW!

407-755-0012ORLANDO 321-247-7667CASSELBERRY

386-232-5599DELAND 352-306-0133LEESBURG

Do you suffer from
PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE,

CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and

effective on over 99 conditions!

3238 S. US HWY 17/92
CASSELBERRY, FL 32707

1801 E. COLONIAL DR., #108
ORLANDO, FL 32803

100 S. SPRING GARDEN AVE., #102
DELAND, FL 32720
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STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.
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When a fan of mine asked me to write about 
Desert Roses, I was thrilled but I discovered that 
what I didn’t know was a lot!     
Adenium obesum is a poisonous species of 
flowering plant belonging to the dogbane family. 
It is native to tropical and subtropical eastern and 
southern Africa and also the Arabian Peninsula.  

Desert rose looks like a bonsai; it has a thick, 
swollen trunk (that holds water and nutrients 
during times of drought) and glossy, dark green 
leaves. But the real appeal comes from its showy, 
trumpet-shaped flowers that grow in clusters 
on the ends of crooked branches. The flowers 
(not real roses) come in festive shades of pink, 
white, purple, and red. You can often find bicolor 
varieties, types with double flowers, or those with 
variegated foliage. 

Desert rose is a sun-loving warm-temperature 
plant, so grow it in the brightest spot you have, 
5-6 hours of sun a day.  It is not recommended to 
plant in the ground here: it gets too cold. But the 
desert rose does well in containers and planters 
on decks, patios, and other outdoor spaces. And, 
it’s a treasure inside as a houseplant. Use sandy 
or cactus soil. One nurseryman told me that the 
desert rose should be contained in the same pot 
until the pot bursts but this is not true. If you 
want the bulbous trunk to be more bulbous and 
the flowers to bloom, then transplant it every two 
or three years. This is not a problem because it is 
slow growing. But remember that repotting can 
cause brief dormancy (plant is in shock).  

The second botanical name of the desert rose, 
obesum, means obese or swollen, referring to the 
trunk. The flower means “wealth or good luck.” 

The Desert Rose  
T H E  FA NAT I C A L  G A R D E N E R
 by Anne Lambrecht Fanatical Gardener

Because desert rose is from tropical Africa and 
the Arabian peninsula, it is also called Moroccan 
oleander, Algerian iris, Egyptian jasmine and 
Arabian tulip.  It is named “desert rose” because 
it grows in dry regions and is considered a 
succulent.  Speaking of Moroccan oleander, I have 
noticed that my desert rose can be attacked by 
the oleander caterpillar, those stinging orange 
caterpillars with black hairs, who, after they eat 
up your oleanders and desert roses, turn into 
harmless Uncle Sam Wasp moths or Polka Dot 
moths.  Spray your plant all over with an oily-soap 
solution to kill the pests. Then spray/shower the 
oil-soap off.  

Water desert rose regularly for best results. The 
plant tolerates low-water conditions, but if it dries 
out too much, it will lose some or all of its leaves. 
(Don’t worry if this happens; your desert rose 
will grow new leaves when it starts to get enough 
water again. Keep the soil moist, not wet (no 
standing water as in a saucer) and let it dry out 
before watering again.  

Fertilize desert rose in spring and summer 
with a general-purpose fertilizer and follow the 
directions on the fertilizer packaging. Ease off on 
the fertilizer and water in the fall and winter.  

Because desert rose is a slow-growing plant, 
pruning is not necessary.

Reasons for your desert rose not blooming or 
dropping leaves: too much water, soggy soil, root 
bound plant, root rot, unsterilized cutting tools.  
It will die if it is exposed to prolonged temps 
cooler than 50 degrees. Best 65-90 degrees.  

The sap and all parts of this plant is extremely 
poisonous to both people and pets.  But it has 
been used in non-traditional medicine to treat 
skin diseases. It has the power to kill parasites on 
livestock. Some tribes in Africa put it on the tips 
of their arrows to hunt. 

Desert rose is sold internationally. The flower has 
been featured on postage stamps for the Bahamas, 
the Venda tribe, and the countries Barbuda and 
Antigua.  

A cool species of desert rose, Adenium obesum, 
subspecies socotranum-which is an island in the 
Indian Ocean-is the largest desert rose on earth!  
It is 15’ feet tall with an 8’ diameter trunk. In 
spring the flowers are 5” wide. I’d like to see it, 
but the trip would kill me.    

A gift of desert rose is to wish good luck and 
abundance. Good luck and abundance to you, all 
my wonderful fans!  

Adenium obesum
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Stay Connected for the latest 
Announcements and to watch 
Membership meetings livestreamed! 
We have 1,432 total page likes and 1,625 total page followers!
The POA now live streams its meetings so residents can either attend in person, watch live from 
home or at a time more convenient. You will hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, open 
forum Q & A, and the program. You will always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page to all of your friends and neighbors that live in The 
Villages! Meetings and relevant information will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue to send 
questions or comments via email or call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will be monitored 
by the Administrator and posts containing opinion or debate will be removed. 

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION Baker’s Golf Carts
Nothing Over $3,000
Will Pick Up When You Call 

or Arrange a Convenient Time

Pay Cash
(352) 303-5100
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S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E
Tech support scams often begin with fraudulent pop-

up ads claiming a computer is infected with a virus or malware 
that can be eliminated by calling the tech support number on 

the ad. The ad may cause fear that the computer’s data will be lost 
or stolen if the virus remains. The number listed on the pop-up will 
connect the caller to a scammer who attempts to take remote control 
of the computer. The scammer will, often fraudulently, show the 
caller a number of “viruses” and “malware” that must be removed. 
They then offer to remove the virus or malware for a fee and offer 
costly software updates and anti-virus services. These scammers 
often target seniors, and victims will often follow the instructions, 
pay the fees and never realize they were swindled.

Tech Support Scams

Source: The Florida Attorney General’s Office

In other iterations, a consumer will receive a call from someone claiming to be tech support for 
Microsoft or Apple. The scammer will then attempt to do the same, taking remote access and charging 
a fee to rid the consumer’s computer of non-existent viruses or malware.

Beware of anyone seeking remote access to your computer.
Remote access allows an individual full access to everything on your computer. While remote access 
is a tool that legitimate technical support providers use, be cautious of anyone seeking remote access, 
particularly via an unsolicited phone call or in response to an online pop-up.

Do not click the ‘X’ to close a pop-up.
If you are browsing on the internet and get a pop-up window, warning you that your computer is 
infected or there is an “error,” do not click on the “X” to close out the Pop-Up. Press Control Alt Delete 
simultaneously and use the Task Manager to close out the pop-up window.  Or, just press the power 
button and shut your computer off without touching any keys.  This is a hard reset and will close the 
pop-up so you won’t have any problems with it.

Seek out a legitimate tech support business.
If you have concerns about your computer’s effectiveness or safety, reach out to a legitimate technical 
support company. Consider seeking out a brick-and-mortar computer repair business in your area 
or seeking recommendations from an electronics store in your area. Know that online search results 
might not be the best way to find technical support or get a company’s contact information. Scammers 
sometimes pay to boost their ranking in search results so their websites and phone numbers appear 
above those of legitimate companies.

Need assistance? 
Seniors vs. Crime is here to help you.

Sumter Office – Open Mon-Thurs. 
10 am – 2 pm • 352-689-4600 X 4606

Wildwood Office – Open Tue – Thur. 
10 am – 1 pm • 352-753-0727

Marion Office – Open Tuesday 
10 am – 2 pm • 352-753-7775

Fruitland Park Office – Open Wednesday 
10 am – 2 pm • 352-674-1882

File an online complaint at  
SeniorsVscrime.com
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2021	 Bryan Lifsey

2020	 John Donahe 
	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry

2016	 Frank E. Carr

2013	 “Class Action Five” 
	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman

2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 
	 Betty Cunningham

2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
	 Vinnie Palmisano

2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 
	 Win Shook

2007	 Rose Harvey 
	 Dorothy Hokr

2006	 Charlie Harvey 
	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard

2004	 Russ Day 
	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2022 OFFICERS

President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Treasurer Donna Kempa 716-445-4008
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
John Kastura 751-3219
Steve Lapp 630-5323
Ash Marwah 412-400-7923
Sal Torname 350-2218
Dan Warren 630-4491
Gilbert (Gil) Windsor 571-8226

POA STAFF
Bulletin 
Editor

Deb Butterfield 219-508-6863

POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
Website poa4us.org
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

To advertise, contact: 
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is this Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask you for your current 
POA Membership card to receive the offered 
discount. If you have 
a favorite business 
who is currently 
not offering a POA 
Discount, tell them 
about our program. 
Please say “thanks” to 
our Discount  Partners 
for their participation. 
You can always see 
the most up-to-date list 
of Discount Partners on 
POA4US.org.

Happy  
Fall Y’all!
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Please review my prior POA monthly article starting in the spring of 
2021 for background.

As the last two years have unfolded, so have the variants of 
this virus. Although symptoms of infection lessened, their occurrence 
(and reoccurrence) have increased. We have grown tired of the tell-tale 
indentations within our face and neck that masking leaves, as well 
as the unavoidable changes in recommendations: this is an evolving 
process. Further, the “long-haul Covid syndrome” is a kick in the pants, 
making initial symptoms an introduction for its long term effect.

Alpha lipoic acid (ALA) has been medically researched for four 
decades, as a tour of the NIH’s “PUBMED” website will document. 
Because the aging process is one of inflammation, each organ of our 
body demonstrates its own unique symptoms. The goal of treatment 
seeks to diminish, if not stop, inflammation. And that is exactly what 
ALA does!

The production of L-glutathione, a protein originating in the liver, 
is stimulated by ALA. Amazingly, L-glutathione is key to regulating a 

healthy immune response. An ALA supplement drives the production 
of this natural protein for pennies a day, restoring balance most 
haven’t enjoyed since our early 20s. Thus we minimize the harmful 
“cytokine storm” this virus is known to produce.
ALA can irritate the bowels in a small number of people. In order 

to avoid adverse reaction, take with food or utilize R-alpha 
lipoic acid as a substitute. The normal total daily dose 

is 600 mg, divided into two or three separate doses. And for those on 
thyroid replacement, monitor your blood tests that may indicate a need 
for thyroid dose adjustment. You are encouraged to consult with your 
primary care provider for their professional advice.

Why would cancer physicians be advising you about viruses. We are 
doctors first, and we treat you as a total person: not a part of the body. 
Walk into our office: you will sense the difference.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the September POA 

meeting, detailed in next month’s bulletin.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
CEO, Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute

Covid... 
Ever-changing variants,  
but an unchanging 
recommendation.

Patient-centered radiation oncology close to home

Like us on Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400 / RBOI.com


