
The reasons were many but 
boiled down to just a couple 
of factors. One, the secondary 
market for recyclable products 
– glass, plastic, and cardboard 
– had dried up as China was the 
main purchaser. Municipalities 
were faced with stockpiling 
or paying for recyclables to 
go to landfills, the last thing 
environmentally conscious 
citizens wanted to see happen. 
Two, the cost to transport waste 
and fees at landfills went up 
significantly. The Villages was 
taking its waste to a transfer 
facility where it was then sent 
to a landfill in Georgia.

After exploring the options, 
NSCUDD determined that 
Waste for Energy (WfE) 
was the more cost-effective 
route and had more positive 
environmental outcomes.

Patrick Walsh, Area Asset 
Manager for Covanta, explained 

the process and outcomes for 
POA members at the January 
General Membership Meeting.

Covanta processes 528 tons 
per day (TPD) at its EfW facility 
located in Okahumpka, FL. 
The facility opened in 1991, 
operates with two 264 TPD 
Martin® combustion units and 
has processed more than 3.8 
million tons of waste since 1992. 
These technologically advanced 
facilities combust waste at high 
temperatures resulting in steam 
used to produce electricity for 
sale or sold directly. Covanta 
partners with municipalities to 
sustainably dispose of waste. 
Energy created from the facility 
currently provides the City of 
Winter Park with 10 megawatts 
of electricity. Metals are 
retrieved from the process and 
recycled.

One ton of Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) creates 500 – 
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After lengthy study and with some trepidation from residents, the North Sumter 
County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) made the decision in 2019 to end 
residential trash pick up as it had always been done. Previously, household trash went 
in one bag, recyclables in another, and yard waste was stacked neatly at the curb. Now 
everything goes out together and is picked up at one time by one truck. Why?

Covanta Turning Waste to 
Energy – One Ton at a Time

Covanta continued on page 2

Upcoming POA General  
Membership Meetings

February 21, 2023  •  7 pm 
LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER 

Villages Public Safety Division

March 21, 2023  •  7 pm 
LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER 

Speaker: Cheryl Chestnutt 
Chief Clinical Officer 

UFHealth/The Villages
850 Kilowatts of power, 50 
pounds of recycled metal and 
approximately 10% of original 
volume in ash.

Florida leads the way with 10 
EfW facilities, more than any 
other state. EfW is Florida’s #1 
source of renewable power, 
supplying more than 40% of the 
state’s renewable electricity. 
Covanta is Florida’s largest 
renewable generator, producing 
over 1 million megawatt-hours 
(MWh) per year, enough to 
power over 100,000 homes.

Over the past 20 years, Covanta 
facilities have safely managed  
approximately 45 million tons of 
MSW, recovered over 800,000 
tons of ferrous metal, enough 
to build almost 10 Golden Gate 
Bridges, and recovered over 
45,000 tons of non-ferrous 
metals, enough to make over  
3 billion aluminum cans.

DATE: April 15, 2023
TIME: 9 AM – Noon 

LOCATION:  
Wildwood Community Center

No plastic bags.
GET YOUR TICKET AT:

POA4US.org or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

POA 2023

TICKET REQUIRED
FREE for POA Members Only
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The Villages – Total Tons Processed October 1, 
2020 – September 30, 2022 = 96,306.98 Tons

Results:
•	 Avoid 96,307 ton of CO2 equivalent 

greenhouse gases

•	 Generate 52,968,839 kWH of renewable 
energy…enough to power 57,953 homes for a 
month

•	 Redudce the need for 24,077 tons of coal…or 
4,044,893 gallons of fuel oil

•	 Recycle 4,815,349 pounds of metal for 
recycling that otherwise would have been 
landfilled

Is Covanta a Public or Private Company? 
It was publicly owned but was purchased in 
December 2021 by EQ2, a Swedish company. There 
are major renovation projects that need to be 
done, and it is possible it will go public again after 
those are completed.

Is there a plan in place to handle the growth in 
The Villages? 
Yes, there is a growth plan in place.

Since all waste goes in the same bag which 
would include synthetics and other hazardous 
materials that will get burned and result in fly 
ash, how is it tested? 
The company has a visual load inspection team 
which attempts to remove any items that should 
not be burned. There are air pollution control 
systems that can handle any hazardous emissions. 
Fly ash is mixed with bottom ash and tested 
every six months so nothing hazardous leaves the 
property. The company is only required to test the 
ash every three years.

Landfills:
•	 	Landfills are a major source of man-made 

methane

•	 	Methane is more than 30X more potent 
than Carbon Dioxide

•	 	Leachate generation: ground water 
contamination

•	 	Non sustainable use of land

•	 	Energy generation from landfills:  
65 kWh per ton of waste

EfW:
•	 90% reduction of waste in volume

•	 Clean base load power generation

•	 Recovers metals for recycling

•	 Offsets on average one ton of Carbon 
Dioxide equivalent for each ton of waste 
processed

•	 Renewable energy generation from EfW: 
550-750 kWh per ton of waste

The Covanta Lake Facility has diverted 19,714 
garbage trucks from a landfill. It creates enough 
electricity to power 7,000 homes for a year or 
charge 18,000 electric vehicles. It recovers 4,800 
tons of ferrous metal and 300 tons of non-ferrous 
metal which is equivalent to 4 thousand cars from 
recovered steel, energy savings equivalent to 
1.1 million gallons of gasoline, 20 million 
aluminum cans, or a paper clip chain that wraps 
around the Earth 7 times.

In 2020, the facility avoided emissions equivalent 
to 28 thousand passenger vehicles driven for  
1 Year or burning 143 million pounds of coal.

The facility reports that it operates up to 99% 
below federal emissions standards.

Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in The 
Villages. Established in 1975, the POA operates 
with complete independence from the 
Developer of The Villages. Membership is open to 
all property owners and residents of The Villages. 
The POA is committed to acting as a watchdog to 
ensure that the Developer and local government 
are responsive to the needs, interests, and rights 
of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	  Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

Covanta continued from page 1

Covanta continued on page 3

POA MEETINGS ARE NOW 
LIVE STREAMED AND ALSO 
AVAILABLE ON YOUTUBE 
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Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES   Joining or   Renewing at $15 per year per household
# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________ 	 Membership Amount $___________
Donation (optional) $_ ________ 	 Total Enclosed $________________
ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
First & Last Name_________________________________________________________
Email Address_ __________________________________________________________
# of Residents at address below _ ____________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________ Village Name ___________________________
Unit # (see Villages ID/UL) _______ Villa Name (if applicable)___________________________
City ________________________________________________ Zip Code ___________
2nd Resident First & Last Name_ _____________________________________________
Relation ________________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway   E-Bulletin   Driveway & E-Bulletin   None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.

Is there an Rx program in place to process 
expired medicines and sharps? 
There could be, but it would have to be separate 
from the trash program. There is some movement 
at the federal level through push back to the 
pharmaceutical companies and distributors.

Is there any kind of waste that should not go 
into household trash? 
Yes – any at-home chemotherapy waste, batteries, 
medical waste, radioactive materials, etc.

Do people still need to shred paper? 
No, it is a closed system and is burned.

What about glass? 
Glass has no BTU value and becomes part of the 
ash stream.

Does Covanta have competitors? 
There are three facilities in Florida that Covanta 
does not operate.

Why can’t paper and plastic be recycled? 
Because of what happened in China, the markets 
for reselling those items dried up and small 
recyclers went out of business. Cardboard that 
used to sell for $275/ton dropped to $15/ton in 
just two weeks. Waste Management was the 
only company large enough to stack/store those 
recyclables. The market has just not come back.

The bigger conversation needs to be about re-
education, what we use and how we use it. The 
premise of recycling starts with Reduce, then 
Reclaim, then Recycle. Citizens need to rethink 
single use items such as plastic bottles. In the US, 
plastic that is landfilled can wrap around the earth 
two times every week!

Covanta will revisit the recycling market every 
year. One ton of plastic is the equivalent of three 
tons of regular waste and they would prefer not to 
have it.

Why don’t residents of The Villages get more 
benefit for providing the most trash. Could 
the energy that is produced go to SECO Energy 
instead of Winter Park (Duke Energy)? 
Currently, there is a contract with Winter Park 
that expires in 2024. The Villages has an exclusive 
contract with SECO energy so there would need 
to be negotiations. It is possible, but probably not 
by 2024. 

Covanta continued from page 2

- -
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Important POA 
Membership Dues 
Announcement
Since 1975, The Property Owners’ 
Association, Inc. (POA) has been a 
champion for the rights of residents of 
The Villages. The POA brings attention 
to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.
Every month, the POA publishes a 20–24-page 
Bulletin, delivering to nearly every driveway and 
more than 4,000 electronically.

We are all feeling the impact of inflation and 
rising costs. The POA is no different. Since 1975, 
annual dues for membership have been $10 per 
household. 

After sustaining many increases in our costs to 
produce the Bulletin over the last several years, in 
2022 we had a 20% increase in our printing costs, 
negotiated down from a proposed 38% hike!

In order to continue delivery of our important 
POA Bulletin, the Board has made the difficult 
decision to raise the membership dues to $15 per 
household, starting January 1, 2023. The extra $5 
will help us supplement this staggering print cost 
increase and allow us to continue to keep Villages 
residents informed of issues that may affect their 
property values and quality of life.

We cannot continue to accept 
payments for $10; our accounting 
system will not process them! 
Unfortunately, if we receive a $10 
payment in the mail, we will have 
to return it. Please send the correct 
amount at $15. Thank you!

We are grateful for all the residents who have  
and will continue to support the mission of  
the POA. 

$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 10/31/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 2/28/23.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Serving Marion & Surrounding Counties since 1982! 
www.JerryMartinIrrigation.com

Marion C-7085 
Sumter C-2899 

Lake C-21151

FREE WITH COMPLETED REPAIR

Licensed & Insured 
Certified Backflow Tester

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

Audio for District Meetings 
Now Available Online
In what the POA hopes is the first step toward live streaming District 
Board and Committee meetings, District Government now has audio 
recordings available on its website. Previously, it was only available at 
the District office on a CD for $1.

Audio continued on page 5
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A look back at the 2022 lightning experience nationally and 
locally and a look ahead to the 2023 lightning season. But 
first a lightning trivia question.

Lightning Safety By Len Hathaway

In Roman times how did Tiberius protect 
himself from being struck by lightning? 
Answer below.

Last year 19 fatalities were recorded in the US 
and that is up from the record breaking low of 11 
in 2021. We have come a long way since the early 
1940’s where the US typically experienced over 
400 fatalities a year. The awareness campaigns 
of numerous organizations over the years to 
educate the public about the hazard of lightning 
is paying off.

Florida continues to be the Lightning Capital of 
the Nation. Of the 19 fatalities four occurred in 
Florida – one standing near a tree and another 
walking children home from a park. Sadly a 13- and 
11-year-old were struck while rowing on a lake in 
the Orlando area.

No fatalities were recorded on a golf course in 
2022 after experiencing three in the previous year 
(FL, NJ, PA).

Here in The Villages the number of days with 
lightning was 114 which was 19 more days than 
last year. The most significant lightning experience 
occurred in the Village of Amelia in June when 
a home took a direct strike. The homeowners 
escaped injury, but the ensuing fire destroyed 
their home. 

Twenty homes have been either destroyed or 
rendered uninhabitable due to direct lightning 
strikes since 2004. 

The Villages Public Safety Department responded 
to 16 lightning events in 2022 – about the same as 
last year. Two homes experienced holes in the roof 
but fortunately no fire while others experienced 
strikes to nearby trees. An unknown number of 
homeowners experienced electronic damage to 
sensitive electronic equipment due to the absence 
of surge protection devices. 

If your club, organization, church, or civic group 
would benefit from a free noncommercial, 
educational, community service Power Point 
presentation, Lightning Tips for Villagers that 
addresses personal lightning safety, lightning 
surge protection for appliances and high-valued 
electronics, lightning protection systems, and 
debunking ten common lightning myths contact 
Len Hathaway at LHATHA@AOL.COM or Frank 
Criste at PSUBULL@AOL.COM.

Answer to trivia question.

History shows that Tiberius was deathly afraid 
of being struck by lightning so he wore a laurel 
wreath around his head. It must have worked 
because history does not record that he was ever 
struck by lightning! 

(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmith.com

THE

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 2.28.23

VIAGRA 100MG GEN - $4 EACH
CIALIS 20MG GEN - $5 EACH
JANUMET 50/1000mg 168 Tab Brand $196.63
ELIQUIS 5mg 168 Tab Brand $274.66
XARELTO 20mg 84 Tab Brand $251.34

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

Now, just go to DistrictGov.org and click on the desired CDD or Committee and find the date of the 
meeting under Agendas and Minutes. Scroll down to the meeting schedule where you will find only 
upcoming meetings. To the right above that is a Filters button. Click that and put in the date of the 
meeting you are seeking. When that date comes up click on the video icon and it will give you the audio. 
There is an index to the right from which you can click on the topic of interest.

Agendas for upcoming meetings are posted approximately one week in advance of the meeting. You can 
also sign up for meeting notifications on the website on the home page.

It is a little clumsy, but a start… 

Audio continued from page 4



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 19756 FEBRUARY 2023

AARP Driver Safety now 
offers a 6 hour “Smart 
Driver”course for seniors; 
it is designed for those  
50 and older. 

February 2023 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location
Wanda Smith 972-358-9757 Tuesday 2/7/23 Wednesday  2/8/23 Colony
Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 Tuesday 2/14/23 Friday  2/17/23 Laurel Manor
Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 Monday 2/20/23 Thursday 2/23/23 Savannah
Art Donnelly 631-792-2203 Saturday 2/18/23 Saturday 2/25/23 Paradise

All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
AARP now offers a Free 60–90-minute Smart Driver Technology workshop for  those thinking of 
either leasing, purchasing or just upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club meetings to share this 
information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to arrange a presentation for your Club.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. 

For Your Senior’s Personal Care, 
When You Can’t Be There.

Mature Responsible Caregivers
There’s a huge difference in the kind 
of home care you can recieve from 
someone who really understands 
what your life is like as a senior.

Our loving and compassionate 
seniors are there to help. We offer 
the services you need to stay in your 
own home, living independently.

• Meal Preparation
• Transportation
• Doctor 

Appointments
• Companion & 

Homemaker 
Services

• Relief for Family 
Members

• And More!

FREE consultation.
Call 352.913.1218 
SeniorCareTheVillages.com

© 2022 Each office is independently owned and operated. HCS # 232850

Now Accepting 
New Clients

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com
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February 20, 2023  |  10:00 am 
Orange Title Services  |  Oxford, FL
Presented by: Brian “BJ” Spencer 
Broker/Owner & Reverse Mortgage Specialist

ONLY 20 SEATS AVAILABLE 
Call (352) 329-6301

Q&A session to follow 
Refreshments Served

TO RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!

Are Eggs  
Crushing Your 
Retirement?
Stop Worrying,  
Start Living!

FREE  
Reverse Mortgage Workshop

Bill Schikora – Newest POA  
Hall of Fame Inductee

Last year, the POA, residents of Community 
Development District (CDD) 2 and all Villagers 
lost our good friend and advocate “Bill” 
Schikora. His giant stature at 6’8” left an 
impression wherever he went. He was kind, 
spirited and fiercely loyal.
The POA inducted Bill into its Hall of Fame 
last month. President Cliff Wiener said he was 
inducted, “In recognition of his steadfast 
service to the POA as the membership 
director, a member of the board from 2012-
2020 and, and for his ongoing commitment 
to the POA.” Cliff described him as a good 
friend, saying he gave more to this community 
than most people will ever know.
His long-time fiancé Peg Taggett accepted 
on his and his family’s behalf. Peg said this 
of Bill. “Bill’s goal in life was to do whatever 
he could to improve life in The Villages. And 
he worked hard at it. He did his homework 
before he made his presentations. And if it got 
hard, if people objected, he just kept right on 
going because he had a sense of what was 
right and wrong in this community. He loved 
The Villages, and he loved the years he spent 
here.” 

Did you know?  
The Bulletin is available online 
– including archived editions. 

POA4US.org/bulletin
Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell

KNIFE 
SHARPENING

Rick Stebbins 
The Village of Pinellas 
——
248-840-7810 
rstebbins60@yahoo.com

352.217.7556352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon RequiredCoupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/23

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.
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Exciting News! Florida Blue Medicare is  
hosting events in The Villages® Community

This month we will be offering Medicare classes, plus many other FUN activities! 

To be able to enroll or switch to a Florida Blue Medicare Plan outside of the Annual Election Period (AEP), you must be eligible for a Special Election Period (SEP) or Initial Enrollment 
Period (IEP). Not sure if you qualify — ask one of our agents at the event. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call 1-352-353-3399 (TTY users should 
call 1-800-955-8770.) Florida Blue is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Florida Blue Medicare is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Florida Blue or Florida 
Blue Medicare depends on contract renewal. Health coverage is offered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. HMO coverage is offered by Florida Blue 
Medicare, Inc., DBA Florida Blue Medicare. These companies are affiliates of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., and Independent Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association. We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. For more information visit 
floridablue.com/ndnotice. ©2022 Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. All rights reserved. 
Y0011_FBM0924m 2022_M

Limited Seating - RSVP Now! Limited Seating - RSVP Now! Call Call 1-352-353-3399

A licensed agent will be present at each event if you have any Medicare questions or are interested in our    
Florida Blue Medicare Advantage Plans. 

Check out what’s planned for February:
Wildwood — Florida Blue Medicare
4713 E. State Road 44, STE 100
PLEASE RSVP: Monday - Friday 9am - 5 pm

Medicare Educational Event 
February 3, 8, 10, 13, 16

10 AM & 2 PM
Get your questions answered by one 

of our Medicare experts

Turning 65 Medicare Event 
February 9 

10 AM & 2 PM
Our agent will provide you with your birthday 

packet and answer all your questions  

Free Hair Cuts for Veterans & 
First Responders 

February 7  
1-5 PM

RRSSVVPP  ffoorr  AAppppooiinnttmmeenntt  TTiimmee

Valentine's Photography Session 
February 6

10 AM - 2 PM
Family, friends, or pet portraits 

CKJ Photos
RRSSVVPP  ffoorr  aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  ttiimmee

Sit Less, Move More 
February 15

10 AM
Improve your balance & reduce falls 
using Pilates techniques with Ret PT 

Edward Yuiska.  Sneakers, elastic band & 
tennis ball recommended for class 

All Occasion Card Making
February 28

2 PM
Paula Luvs to Stamp 

Space is limited.  
MMuusstt  RRSSVVPP  bbyy  FFeebbrruuaarryy  2233

Parkinson's Safety
February 28

10 AM 
Gary Canner - Parkinson's Foundation Aware 

Care Ambassador, gives information on 
patients safety during hospital visits

Senior Technology Class 
February 2 

10 AM (90 min session) 
Learn how to use use social media to stay 

connected.  Bring your Apple or Android device.

Living with the Journey of 
Dementia Series 

February 14
10:30 AM

Jackie Kuhn-Damron

Cooking Class 
February 1 & 22
 10 AM - Noon 

Healthy Eating Made Simple & Easy 

Dancing for Health
February 24

10-11 AM & 1-2 PM
David Wade Studio of Social & Stage Art

Medicare Valentine Day Event 
February 14

2 PM 
Enjoy some Valentine goodies during 

our agent's presentation

Enhance Your Natural Beauty  
February 27

1 PM
Flawless skin for the mature face 

Investing at Retirement 
February 20

2 PM
Eric Perlman - Primerica

Medicare Educational Event 
February 17, 21
10 AM & 2 PM

Get your questions answered by one 
of our Medicare experts

Senior Technology Class 
February 23 

10 AM (90 min session) 
Learn how to use use your Smartphone 

intermediate features.  
Bring your Apple or Android device.
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Sound is the #1 factor in deterring crime and finding lost victims. Imagine the following situation: you 
are walking your pet peacefully on the streets, when suddenly you hear an ear-piercing noise. What 
would you do? Most people would likely investigate the source of the high-pitch sound. 

Safety whistles are the easiest, lowest maintenance alarm or alert system. They are a standard issue for 
emergency response and should be incorporated into emergency preparedness kits. They are designed 
to attract the attention of people nearby. Safety whistles were originally created to protect the user 
against attempted robberies and other acts of violence, but they were quickly incorporated by the 
senior community as a signaling tool in case of a medical emergency. 

Safety whistles don’t require much effort to blow and are significantly louder than shouting. They can 
help make a victim’s location known so that first responders and search and rescue teams know where 
help is needed. Whistles are one of the best items you can have in an emergency or survival situation.

Community Watch Launches New Safety Program:

Community Help Initiative 
Response Program (CHIRP)

Shouts For Help 
•	 Can easily be drowned out by surrounding 

noises. 

•	 Can leave you hoarse and exhausted in a matter 
of minutes.

•	 Your voice is not at the high octave level to be 
heard a long distance. 

Why The Whistle Is Better 
•	 The sound of a whistle is significantly louder than 

shouting. 

•	 The sound of a whistle travels further. 

•	 The sound of a whistle grabs the attention of 
others. 

•	 It only takes a fraction of energy to use a whistle. 

Safest Forms Of Protection 
•	 A whistle can be used if you are lost, sick, or 

injured. 

•	 A whistle can be used to signal a first responder 
for emergency situations. 

•	 A whistle can be used to scare animals during 
unexpected encounters. 

Whistle For Help 
•	 The whistle can be worn on a lanyard or carried 

on a key chain. 

•	 Whistles should only be blown in the event 
of an emergency. If you are in an emergency 
situation, blow three loud, short blasts on the 
whistle to seek help. 

Response 
•	 The community will recognize that the sound of 

a whistle means someone is in need of help. 

•	 The community can call for assistance to the 
area that they hear the whistle. 

How To Use The Whistle
While blowing, count to 3 in your head so each 
blast lasts 3 seconds. Take a breath between each 
blast to give the sound time to travel and then 
repeat.

Chirp Info Available Here: 
• Resident Academy 

• Lifestyle Expo & Events 

• Customer Service Centers 

• Weekly Bulletins 

• Lifestyle Group Talks

Or call Community Watch (352) 753-0550 VERY LIMITED SEATING IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES.

Are Your Estate Planning 
Documents in Order?
Join Attorney Kathryn Linn for a Free Legal Seminar

Call 352-633-1263 For Dates
Linn Building, 561 Fieldcrest Drive, The Villages, FL, 32162
Just off 466 in Southern Trace Office Center – Golf Cart Accessible

Attorney Kathryn Linn will discuss: Estate Planning 
• Whether your out-of-state documents are valid in Florida.
• The Probate process and how to potentially avoid it.
• How to provide for a special needs/handicapped beneficiary.
• How to potentially minimize or eliminate estate taxes.
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SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs  of Elders) volunteers 
are available to assist clients 
with Medicare related questions 
including Medicaid, Medicare, 
and Medigap plans, financial 
assistance, and scams. The 
service is free and unbiased,  
and reservations are not taken.
Counselors are scheduled at the following 
locations to assist area residents for one-on-
one counseling on the indicated days.
Eisenhower Recreation Center 
9 am — 11:30 am 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Chula Vista Recreation Center 
3 pm — 5:30 pm 
1st & 3rd Fridays
Lake Miona Recreation Center 
9 am — 11:30 am 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Lady Lake Library 
2:00 pm — 3:30 pm 
2nd & 4th Wednesdays
 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

“Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those turning 65, 
will be made at 1:00 on the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month at the Aviary Recreation Center.
For more information, call 800-963-5337. 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.
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Safe, Nontoxic Relief
Do you suffer from 

PAIN, ANXIETY, POOR APPETITE, CAN’T SLEEP, STOP TAKING OPIOIDS?
Medical Marijuana is safe and effective on over 99 conditions!
Get your Medical Marijuana Card Fast & Easy FREE evaluation 

by phone! CALL NOW!
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Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

#1 Independent Real Estate Company 
in The Villages & Wildwood

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Cheri Probert
(352) 427-9501

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

James Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Team Lauder
Alan (352) 256-2568 
Amy (321) 303-6469

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Heather Brown
(352) 233-9294

Jenny Ferns
(352) 445-8903

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Bob Kersch
(516) 315-2689

Gloria Cochran
(352) 484-6007

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Kat McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Jamie Rosier
(352) 247-1659

Gail Damon
(352) 626-3121

LeeAnn Hino
 (561) 779-7796

Jenna Wood
(352) 408-9904

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Kristin Wendt
(603) 509-0027

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Doreen Jones
(352) 616-1100

Patti Goodson
210-882-0708

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022
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The Oak Ridge Boys 
Front Porch Singin’ Tour 
Thu. Mar. 2, 3:30     $30 

Sara Evans  
Sat. Mar. 4, 3:30 

$35

Neal McCoy  
Mon. Mar. 6, 3:30 

$30 

Chris Young  
Sun. Mar. 5, 7:30 

$60 

 The Isley Brothers  
Sat. Mar. 11, 7:30 

$40

Walker Hayes  
Thu. Mar. 2, 7:30     

$40

Wayne Newton 
Fri. Mar. 10, 3:30 

$40

The Jacksons 
Wed. Mar. 8, 7:30    

$40

Tanya Tucker 
Wed. Mar. 8, 3:30  

$35

SAWYER BROWN 
Sat. Mar. 11, 3:30      

$30

Willie Nelson 
& Family 

Fri. Mar. 3, 3:30   $50

CHRIS “LUDACRIS” BRIDGES    
Sat. Mar. 4, 7:30 

$40

CeCe Winans 
Tue. Mar. 7, 7:30 

$25

Josh Turner 
Mon. Mar. 6, 7:30 

$35

Root & Boots 
Aaron Tippin, Collin Raye and Sammy Kershaw  

Tue. Mar. 7, 3:30      $35

Train  
 Fri. Mar. 10, 7:30    

$50

HALESTORM 
Fri. Mar. 3, 7:30   

$45

The Gatlin Brothers 
Sun. Mar. 5, 3:30        

 $25

Lynyrd Skynyrd 
Sun. Mar. 12, 7:30      

$60

FOR KING + COUNTRY 
Thu. Mar. 9, 7:30 

$40

TOMMY JAMES  
& THE SHONDELLS 

Thu. Mar. 9, 3:30      $35

Concert dates and times  
are subject to change

Home of OUR

#berryfest23

• T-Mobile • Alessi Bakeries • AMSCOT • Astin Farms • Candyland Warehouse • Global Frequency Technology • TRUFFOIRE • Circle K • Local Ford Dealers • O’Reilly Auto Parts • Grove Equipment Service  
• Stingray Chevrolet • Uncommon USA • ZYN • Monticciolo Sedation Dentistry • Netterfield’s Concessions • Verizon Wireless • Badcock Home Furniture &more • Good Health Saunas • Dakin Dairy Farms  

• Krazy Kup • Lazydays RV • DIRECTV • Images Everywhere! • Master Spas • Florida Blue • Wyndham Destinations • Entenmann’s • Portillo’s Hot Dogs • The Bank of Tampa • Rotary Club of Plant City

The Leroy Van Dyke Country Gold Tour 
Featuring Leroy Van Dyke, T.G. Sheppard, Mandy Barnett  

and T. Graham Brown  
Sun. Mar. 12, 3:30     $35

Mar. 2 - 12, 2023  
Plant City, FLWe Have a Winner!Artists Appearing on the Soundstage:

Jimmy Sturr  
& His Orchestra  
Thu. Mar. 2, 10:30     

FREE

Bill Haley Jr. & The Comets 
Thu. Mar. 9, 10:30        

 FREE

Save $2.00 on Adult & $1.00 on Youth General Admission Tickets at

Get FREE  
with each  
Midway  
wristband 
purchase!

Ride-A-Thon Mar. 8
Ride All Day $25

Ride All Day $20

$5 Off with a Chick-fil-A 
register receipt

Ace Hardware
Grand Parade Day

Chick-fil-A 
Ride-A-Thon Day

Mar. 6

Mar. 6

Single Rides $2 each
Kids up to 17 FREE Adm. 

With Paid Adult

Tampa Bay Times 
Day on the Midway

Noon - 10pm, $5 Off Fun 
Pack Ride Coupon Book 

with printed Times coupon

 Mar. 10

Florida  
Peanut Federation 

TWOSDAY
Mar. 7  

  Moonlight Magic
Mar. 10 10pm - 2am  $30

Grow Financial FCU 
AMERICAN  

HEROES DAY
Mar. 8

ALL Military & Veterans
Law Enforcement
First Responders &  

Healthcare Professionals
admitted Free with valid ID

Sun. Mar. 12  
6:00 pm

Visit FLstrawberryfestival.com or call 813-754-1996 and get your tickets for the best seats available!
While online, check out the Free Entertainment and Special Days for Discounts and full Schedule of Festival Events.

Coca-Cola  
Family Days

Ride All Day $25  
w/any Coke brand can  

or plastic bottle

Mar. 5 & Mar. 12

MIDFLORIDA CU  
Free Kids Day

Kids thru High School  
Free Admission

Mar. 4

Circle K 
Super Saturdays

Ride All Day $30

Mar. 4 & Mar. 11

Florida Blue
SENIOR DAYS
Mar. 2 & Mar. 9
Seniors 60+ get  
$2 Off At Gate

Rotary Club  
of Plant City 

Special Smiles Day
for Special Needs

Mar. 2 & Mar. 9  
Ride All Day $20

Mar. 3, 9am - Noon 

with $5 Off voucher from  
participating stores

See Website for Details

$5 Off Wristband with a 
Circle K register receipt

             Food  
& Fun Friday

$5 Off Wristband w/any 
Publix or GreenWise  
non-perishable item

Mar. 3 

O’Reilly Auto Parts 
Ride-A-Thon Days

™
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POA’s Discount Partners Offer Savings for ALL POA Members!

Apparel
Custom Apparel

Automobile
Bill Bryan Automotive Group  
(Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep, Ram) – John Frolio 

Lexus of Orlando / Lexus of Winter Park

Mercedes-Benz of South Orlando

Golf - Equipment, Clothing, 
Carts/Repair
24 Hr. Cart Club

Golf Clubs & Bag Lock

I. Stem & Company

Golf Cart Seat Belts (installed) - John 

Village Kart Aide Golf Cart Rescue Service

Totally Clean Services (New Discount Partner)

Home Services
ACD Artistic Concrete Designs 

Audrey Ann Originals

Cozco Handcrafts

Decorating Den in The Villages 

Elite Lifestyles of Florida

Fire Safety Specialists 

Flags & Flag Poles

General Handyman Services – Alan Herold

Grandma’s Sewing & Crafts

Hire Cleaning Company

Lopez Professional Landscaping 

Lovett’s Lawn Maintenance

Michael’s LLB-Handyman and Lawn 

Minami Granite Designs Inc.

The POA Discount Partner Program is a continuing benefit for POA members. Just show your up-to-date POA Membership card when ordering the product or 
service listed here. If you are a POA member and have a printer, you can get your up-to-date POA membership card at our webpage today at POA4US.com. 
Or join the POA today and you are eligible for an additional Discount Savings card. And please say “thanks” to our Discount Partners for participating in this 
program. As we add more Discount Partners, you will want to come back often to see who is NEW and CURRENT. 

Discounts may change before updating our list. Please contact the Discount Partner to confirm all discounts. Generally, discounts cannot be used with other 
offers from the same Discount Partner. 

Phillip Bare Concrete

Price Consulting & Home Repairs 

Routed Lamp Post Signs

Roof Commander

S & N Lawn Care and Maintenance 

Sealer Girl

Sims Lawn Care 

Sutherland Solar Control 

The Solar Guys

Tip Top Tree Experts

Tri-County Tile & Home Improvements 

Truly Nolen Pest Control

Ultimate Handyman Services - John Sainiak

Personal Services
Accredited Hypnosis – Dr. Feldman 

Buchanan Health Center

CHS Hair Salon

DLC & Associates - Don Cameron

Elite Dental Club 

Exercise2gether - Judi DeCosta

EyeSite of The Villages - Dr Collins 

Professional Hair Cutters

Pet Services
Kitty Camp & Resorts

Professional Services
C. Annelies Mouring Law Office 

Friar Income Tax Preparation Service

L. Rae Jewelry Appraisal Services 

Premier Realty –  Susie Ellis 

Wholesale Computer Components

Restaurants 
China Gourmet VI 

Creole 21 

Firehouse Subs 

Haagen Dazs

Honey Baked Ham Company & Cafe 

Ollie’s Frozen Custard

Panda Express

Pho Village, Vietnamese Kitchen 

The Rose Plantation

Sammy’s Italian Restaurant and Pizza 

Villa Pinar Cuban Cafeteria

Retail
Amish Furniture 

Amish Yard Furniture 

Edible Arrangements

Entry Point by Perry Decorative Glass 

Plaza Jewelers

SafeScript Pharmacy

Sparr Building & Farm Supply

Services - Other
HNR Gunworks

Villages Car Wash and Lube

Travel
Expedia Cruise Ship Centers

Travel Depot 
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Have You Had an Issue with  
Abnormally High Water Usage Reading?

A few people have notified the POA that they have had unusually high water usage readings – 
sometimes more than 20,000 gallons – when they have not even been at the property.  

The POA is working with the North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) to 
determine if there is a wide spread problem that needs to be addressed.

Please send an email to poa4you@gmail.com if this has happened to you.

CDD 1 Residents 
Organizing to Push 
Safer Cart Paths
Community Development District (CDD) 1’s Board 
of Supervisors approved an expenditure to have 
Kimley-Horn and Associates conduct a new study 
that will address the safety issues surrounding the 
cart paths in that district. Numerous serious golf/
car accidents have occurred along the stretch of 
Morse Blvd. north of CR 466, prompting citizens 
and the CDD Board to implore Sumter County 
officials to come up with a solution.

Kimley-Horn will present its proposal on options 
for an “off the road” golf cart path at the CDD 1 
Board of Supervisors meeting on February 10 at  
8 am at the Savannah Recreation Center.

The Amenity Authority Committee CDD 1 
Representative, Jim Vaccaro, is urging residents 
to attend the meeting in order to impress upon 
the Sumter County Commissioners to take action 
which he believes will result in saving lives and 
preventing injury along “this dangerous stretch of 
Morse Blvd.” Sumter County owns the road.

Mr. Vaccaro is urging citizens to attend and bring 
a neighbor, and to wear something red to show 
support for separating golf carts from cars and 
trucks in that area. 

Bill Schillerstrom
630-337-0709 mobile
wrschillerstrom@gmail.com

• FULL-SERVICE REALTOR®
• FROM CLEARING OUT TO 

MITIGATION OF HOME 
INSPECTION ISSUES

• 35 YEARS OF REMODELING 
EXPERIENCE

Each office is independently owned and operated

Resident of
The Villages

FL Lic # W218552. #P132999. Free dinner with no 
obligation to enroll. This event is for educational purposes 
only, there will be no plan benefit information shared. For 
accommodations of persons with special needs 
at meetings, please call. 352-436-1523, TTY 711, M-F 
12pm-8pm EST. By calling the number above, you will be 
directed to a licensed insurance agent. 55823_051622_MK

No small children please.

Are you turning 65 within 
the next three months?

This meeting’s for you!
You’re invited to attend a free dinner 

and educational Medicare seminar!

Presentations will start at 6:00pm.

Space is limited. Call to reserve 
your spot and get more info today!

352-436-1523
TTY 711, (M-F, 12pm-8pm EST)

August 1 Perkins Resteraunt
27811 US-27, 
Leesburg, FL 34748

August 23 Perkins Resteraunt
905 Bichara Blvd
Lady Lake, FL 32159
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OUR ON-SITE DENTAL LAB ENSURES SAME 
DAY SERVICE AT THE HIGHEST QUALITY!

BEFORE AFTER

REAL  PATIENT

Dr. Kasem received his implant training from 
Harvard  and  Medical College of Georgia

MUST SEE OUR WEBSITE REVIEWS! 
www.drkasem.com

Extractions & Dentures Same Day
Sedation or be put to Sleep

One Stop Dentistry
Complimentary Second Opinion
Unsure about recommended treatment? 
We’ll be happy to give you
another professional opinion at no charge.

Complimentary Dental 
Implant Consultation
Find out what the latest advancements 
in implant dentistry can do for your smile!

Primary Location
825 7th St., Clermont, FL

(352) 243-7700

Secondary Location 
242 Taylor St., Ocoee, FL 34761

(407) 656-4702

Dentures & Dental 
Implant Seminar

 Q & A Session 
3/6/2023 
at 4:00pm

   Limited Seating
Call for Appointment

352-243-7700

Experience
Matters

40+ Years of Experience
AARP members - 10% Discount • Senior Citizens - 10% Discount

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 197516 FEBRUARY 2023

w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From  02/09/2023 to  02/15/2023

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

 Fresh Mangoes 

5/$5

Paisa White & Yellow 
American Cheese

$699 lb.

 Beef Flap Meat  
(Churrasco) 

$799 lb.

Fancy Table Carrots 
2 lb Bag

2/$5

SUPERMARKET

Organically  Grown 
Cucumbers

2/$3
Iceberg Lettuce

2/$3

Bustelo Coffee 
10 oz.

$299

Tostitos Chips  
or Salsa 

 9-15.5 oz
2/$6

Salami Sandwich
$699 ea.

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

Visit Visit www.keyfooddeals.com  www.keyfooddeals.com  
to sign up for Key Food weekly  to sign up for Key Food weekly  

specials or scan herespecials or scan here

Kraft Mayonnaise
30 oz 

$399

Mueller's Pasta
Assorted, 12-16 oz 

Buy One  
Get One Free

Fresh Whole Pork 
Spare Ribs Family Pack 

  
$199 lb.

Beef Top Round 
Whole or Half

$349 lb.

Fresh Chicken Leg 
Quarters 10 lb Bag 
$590 Bag

Pepsi Sodas
2 Liter 
3/$5

Variety, Freshness and 
Savings in Every Isle.

Bell Green Pepper
$0.99 lb.

Iberia Blend Oil 
68 oz. 

$899

Kretschmar Buffalo 
Chicken Breast
  $899 lb.
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PRESENTED BY

Tickets on sale January 2023 at all Villages Box
Offices and at thevillagesentertainment.com

smashproductionsfl.com

Little Shop of Horrors is presented under license by 
Musical Theatre International.

Starring Mark Kirschenbaum as Seymour; Pinky Bigley as
Audrey; Bill Krone as Mr. Mushnik; DJ Hiner as Audrey II and

Gary Chubeck as the Dentist

Mark Kirschenbaum

Gary Chubeck

Pinky Bigley
Bill Krone DJ Hiner

Baker’s Golf Carts
Nothing Over $3,000
Will Pick Up When You Call 

or Arrange a Convenient Time

Pay Cash
(352) 303-5100

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

 % Compensation for time and travel.
 % No-cost study-related care from 
local doctors and specialists.

 % The future of medicine  
could start with you.

We match people 
with local clinical 
research trials.

Learn More. Contact:
Deborah Snow

deborah.snow@globalaes.com
407-364-7517 

3201 Wedgewood Ln 
The Villages FL 32162
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Fraudulent QR Codes

The COVID pandemic made Quick Response (QR) codes 
fashionable again. Restaurants opted out of printed menus 

and asked patrons to get out their cell phones so they could access web-
based versions. Many charities went to QR codes which would appear on 

your television screen enabling you to scan the code and make a donation to the 
charity from the comfort of your recliner. Certain airlines and the TSA adopted 
QR codes to facilitate travelers and the list goes on.

However, according to the FBI, criminals are 
intercepting legitimate QR codes used by 
businesses to redirect potential victims to 
malicious websites. The sites are designed to 
steal personal and financial information, prompt 
users to install malware on their devices, or divert 
payments to fraudulent accounts. Our friends at 
the FTC have some advice about QR codes. 

Employ the same skepticism used when 
surfing the web: When considering a QR code 
for scanning, as well as when the code’s online 
destination is reached, it is wise for consumers 
to utilize the same Cybersecurity 101 tactics that 
they regularly practice online. Just as security-
conscious users are hesitant to click on suspicious 
hyperlinks or download dubious attachments, 
they should practice similar caution with QR 
codes, especially in cases in which the origin 
of the code is unknown. This is because, much 
like phishing emails, QR codes can direct users 
to suspect websites and sites that have been 
designed to appear legitimate but are fraudulent. 
Often, these sites can be vehicles for malware 
downloads or attempts to garner financial 
information or personal details such as login 
credentials.

and download desired applications directly from a 
device operating system’s app store. Further, most 
of today’s phones have QR code scanners built 
into their cameras, so most users do not need to 
download a QR code-scanning app.

Consider using a password manager: In 
many cases, a password manager can detect a 
look-alike website when a user might not, and 
the application will in turn prevent sensitive 
username and password information from being 
autofilled into the empty fields on the fake site.

Do not pay bills using a QR code: When 
consumers receive an email or text that provides 
a QR code for bill payment, it is a good idea to 
call the company or organization requesting the 
payment directly (using a phone number retrieved 
from an official or trusted website) to verify the 
request before sending any funds or submitting 
any financial details. Better yet, use a different 
method to pay.

Beware of texted and emailed QR codes: As 
discussed just above, it is wise to verify any such 
requests, especially before sending any funds or 
financial information, by contacting the friend 
directly using a known number to confirm that 
the friend sent the request.

If you have any questions or need some advice 
on scams, call your nearest Seniors vs Crime 
office. We have four offices in The Villages and 
our services are always free. You can also file a 
complaint online at SeniorsVsCrime.com. 

Marion Office – The Villages  352-753-7775

Tuesdays 10 am – 2 pm

Wildwood Office  352-753-0727

Tues – Thurs 10 am – 1 pm

Sumter Office 352-689-4600, ext. 4606

Mon – Thurs 10 am – 2 pm

Fruitland Park Office 352-674-1882

Wednesdays 10 am – 2 pm

S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

Be especially wary of QR codes found in 
public places: Before scanning a QR code found 
when out and about, consumers should carefully 
examine the code for any signs of tampering, such 
as the placement of a sticker over the original QR 
code. If a code does not appear to be a fit with 
its background, device users should refrain from 
scanning it. Further, users should not scan QR 
codes from unfamiliar websites, posters, flyers, or 
magazines unless they are certain that the code’s 
destination is legitimate.

Double-check the URL: Once a QR code has 
been scanned and has directed a device to a 
website, the user should carefully review the 
website’s URL. If the web address does not appear 
to be a match for the organization the verbiage 
accompanying the QR code claims to be directing 
the user to, the user should refrain from providing 
any personal information. The user should also 
refrain from downloading any files or applications 
from the site. It is also wise to check the URL for 
any odd structuring and for slight misspellings 
of the name of the organization the QR code 
materials claim to be directing to as these are 
common tactics of cybercriminals.

Stick to the app store: Consumers should avoid 
downloading applications via the link provided 
by a QR code. Instead, a safer route is to search for 

JOIN THE  
POA TODAY!

Membership means more.  
Be a part of the only organization in The Villages that has been  
the champion of residents’ rights since 1975. POA4us.org
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2022	 Bill Schikora 

2021	 Bryan Lifsey

2020	 John Donahe 
	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry

2016	 Frank E. Carr

2013	 “Class Action Five” 
	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman

2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 
	 Betty Cunningham

2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
	 Vinnie Palmisano

2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 
	 Win Shook

2007	 Rose Harvey 
	 Dorothy Hokr

2006	 Charlie Harvey 
	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard

2004	 Russ Day 
	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2023 OFFICERS

President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Treasurer Ash Marwah 412-400-7923
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Mike Gross 399-6072
John Kastura 751-3219
Ken Knodel 330-388-2308
Steve Lapp 630-5323
Gary Search
Sal Torname 350-2218

Dan Warren 630-4491
Gilbert (Gil) Windsor 571-8226

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield 219-508-6863
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is this Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask 
you for your current 
POA Membership card 
to receive the offered 
discount. If you have a 
favorite business who 
is currently not offering 
a POA Discount, tell 
them about our program. 
Please say “thanks” to our 
Discount  Partners for their 
participation. 
The up-to-date list of Discount Partners can 
always be found on our website poa4us.org. 
Click ‘Discount Partners’ on the left menu.
Welcome New Discount Partners
Totally Clean Services, 794 Lyn Haven Lane, 
Auburndale, FL 33823  
Totally Clean Services will come to your 
home to thoroughly clean your golf cart to its 
sparkling beauty.
PRICES: 2-SEATER: $45; 4-SEATER-$65; 
6-SEATER:$80. $10.00 OFF DISCOUNT for 
POA Members with current Membership ID. 
Call Aaron today for an appointment at  
(863) 993-6360. 

POA Offers Additional Discount 
Card for New Members
The POA has rolled out a new benefit just 
for new members. If a resident signs up as 
a New Member (not for renewing members), 
they will receive a special Discount Card 
featuring 18 businesses. Just use the card a 
couple of times and you’ve recouped your  
$15 membership fee!
Use the membership form on page 3 to sign 
up or come to a membership meeting, held 
on the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 7 pm at 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center. 
Check out our full list of Discount Partners 
available to every member for more savings! 

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager 
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

InteriorsbyJanet.com

• Paint Color Consulting

• Furniture Floor Plans

• Staging Services

• Lighting/Furniture Selections

• Artwork Selection/Placement

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

www.InteriorsbyJanet.com

INTERIORS BY

Your life. Styled.

• Paint Color Consulting
    • Rearranging Furniture & Artwork
        • Selecting New Pieces of Furniture

Your Personal Guide For...

...Starting From 
$9500
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A recent trip has been painted into my memory by Mother Nature’s 
hand as the sun began its journey, peeking above the ocean.

A little bird decided to join us on an early morning stroll. 
Having flared for a landing ten feet ahead, its legs now delivered a fast 
cadence to maintain distance. When we would slow, the bird stopped…
and waited. Walking faster caused our new friend to scamper, so that a 
reasonable space was assured. As waves rhythmically came and receded 
from the shoreline, food was left for our feathered companion whose 
footprints were temporarily captured in wet sand.

Time passed and we decided to turn back. The little avian stopped …
and stared. Looking over our shoulder, we found the “guardian” trailing 
us like a caboose again quickly paced at the same comfortable interval. 

Although a simple event, the warmth of sharing a moment with another 
creature gave our walk meaning. 

When we interact with each other in a positive way, our physical health 
is boosted. That is why our medical practice has such an excellent 
reputation: little things rendered for each other, like one’s guardian,  
make all the difference during critical moments.

Walk with us…on the beach of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
Radiation Oncologist, CEO, The Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute

A Guardian  
on the Beach

Patient-centered radiation oncology close to home

Like us on Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400 / RBOI.com


