
Upcoming POA General  
Membership Meetings

July 3, 2025 • 7 pm 
Everglades Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Dr. John Young,  
Young Foundational Health Center 

TOPIC: Joints and Stem Cells

July 15, 2025 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Bradley Arnold,  
Sumter County Administrator 

TOPIC: Sumter County 2025-26 Budget

NO MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS IN AUGUST
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Your Days [        ] 
Are Numbered
The countdown is on! You have 92 days to get signed up with your 
email address before the driveway delivery of The POA Bulletin ends! The 
September issue will be the last printed for physical delivery. After that, 
the only way to stay up to date on all the issues and news in The Villages 
will be through the POA’s new POA Magazine, available only online!

The new POA website is up and running, 
although we continue to tweak some 
aspects to make it as user-friendly as can 
be. You can still use the poa4us.org url to 
access the new site.

See page 3 or page 14 for the QR code and 
instructions on how to log in. 

You will also only be able to join as a 
member or guest by going to the new 
website.

Don’t be left out in Florida’s heat!  
Sign in and sign up TODAY! 

Receiving the  
POA Bulletin
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	  Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

“What a Long, Strange 
Road It Has Been!”

POA to Celebrate 50 Years in November 
with October Expo Event

History continued on page 3
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As was reported in the last issue 
of The Bulletin, the POA is the 
oldest resident lifestyle group in 
The Villages, starting in 1975 and 
running continuously. It began with 
13 households in Orange Blossom 
Gardens and today counts itself 
as one of the largest groups in The 
Villages.
1.	 Origin and Objectives: The Property Owners’ 

Association (POA)  was established in 
November 1975 as a non-profit corporation 
to protect the rights of property owners, 
promote goodwill, support legislation, and 
maintain a cordial relationship with the 
Developer.

2.	 Membership Eligibility and Dues: All 
property owners in The Villages are eligible 
for membership. Annual dues were $5 per 
household in the beginning, and today, after 
50 years, are only $15 per year.

3.	 Achievements: The POA has successfully 
addressed various issues, including medical 
services, the Vial of Life program, legislative 
advocacy for accountability of fees, and legal 
resolutions for service reductions, amenity 
facility maintenance issues, and deed 
restrictions. 

4.	 Challenges with the Developer: Over the 
years, the POA has had a mixed relationship 
with the Morse Family and Developer of 
The Villages. It has mostly faced opposition 
from the Developer, including refusal to 
recognize the organization, attempts to 
undermine its efforts, and harassment of 
members advocating for transparency and 
accountability. However, the POA’s current 
leadership believes that what is in the past 
should stay there, and would like to forge a 
new, more amicable relationship.

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

History continued on page 4

History continued from page 2

Scan the QR code or go to  
VillagesPOA.org click Join POA  
or Register as a Guest
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History continued on page 5

5.	 Monthly Bulletin: The Bulletin serves as 
the primary communication tool for the 
POA, informing residents about meetings, 
objectives, and community matters. It 
transitioned to a newsprint insert in the 
Lady Lake Magazine in July 1995 for broader 
distribution. Today’s circulation averages 
between 60,000 and 75,000 depending on 
seasonal movement of the residents.

In July 1996, the POA’s leadership determined 
it wanted every resident to receive a copy of 
The Bulletin, so it was inserted into the Lady 
Lake Magazine which was delivered to every 
household. So began every household delivery of 
the POA’s most important communication tool.

It would appear that the name of the organization 
was changed in early 1997 from the Orange 
Blossom Gardens Property Owners’ Association 

to the Property Owners’ Association of the 
Villages. The purposes of the POA were restated in 
the March 1997 Bulletin, and are very similar to the 
purposes of today’s organization:

1.	 To protect and defend the rights of all 
residents of The Villages.

2.	 To make the Property Owners’ Association 
known to all residents as the organization of 
the people.

3.	 To be positive and cooperative with 
the Developer, the VCCDD, and other 
organizations in The Villages.

4.	 To allow all voices and opinions to be heard at 
our meetings.

5.	 To be a source of information on matters 
affecting the retirement lifestyle and property 
investment of all residents.

There will be much more POA history to come, but 
will leave the final thoughts for this article with 
this President’s statement from December 2000:

What Is The POA?
l am often asked about the POA and what it 
stands for. So, with the help of several officers and 
members of the POA, we developed this Mission 
Statement to describe the role and focus of this 
organization. 

The POA is an independent organization that is 
devoted to the homeowner interests and the needs 
of the residents of The Villages. 

Specific attention is focused on housing, 
community, neighborhood, and government 
issues of interest and importance to our residents. 

The POA serves Villages residents through 
programs of research, analysis, education 
representation, advocacy and political action. 
We focus on homeowner issues - not social, 

History continued from page 3



Register on our NEW website: VillagesPOA.org 5JULY 2025

recreational, or entertainment issues. Some 
examples of the POA focus are: 

•	 The Statute 190 law under which the VCCDD 
was established and how that law is practiced 
here in The Villages. 

•	 The 1990 litigation regarding golf amenities 
promised to some Villages residents by the 
Developer of The Villages. 

•	 The litigation in the early 1990’s regarding the 
use of monthly amenities fees for maintenance 
as well as other items by the Developer of The 
Villages 

•	 Participation in the recent convention of 
the Florida Silver Hair Legislators in which 
state issues of interest to senior citizens were 
discussed and voted upon. 

The POA was officially established in 1975 as an 
independent organization. The emphasis here is 
on “independent organization” in the sense that 
the POA was formed with no sponsorship by or 
ties to the Developer of The Villages. In this regard, 
the POA is devoted exclusively to the interests of 
residents of The Villages. 

Right or wrong, for much of its existence the POA 
has been considered anti-Developer and negative. 
For the last 10 years under the newer leadership 
of the POA Board and this editor of The Bulletin, 
a concerted effort has been made to be factual 
and to tell the truth. It may not always be what 
people want to hear, and it doesn’t mean the POA 
won’t take a position that the District government 
or Developer might take issue with. But the 
POA believes that residents can make up their 
own minds if they are given an opportunity to 
understand the facts. And the POA will continue 
to operate with that philosophy.  

FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPE CURBING
Many Colors & Styles

352-383-1123
www.kwikkerbby3d.com

History continued from page 4
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From 7/04/25 to 7/10/25

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Baked Chicken with  
2 Sides Feeds 10
  $8499 Ea.

USDA Inspected Grade A 
Chicken Leg Quarters 
$0.99 Lb.

Panamei Raw Shrimp 
Ez Peel 51-60 Ct. 16 Oz.

$599 Pkg.

Green  
Limes

10/$2

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 Red or Gold Potatoes 
5 Lb. Bag

  399 Ea.

USDA Inspected Whole 
Pork Spare Ribs 
$299 Lb.

Canilla Long  
Grain Rice 20 Lbs. 
$1099 Ea.

Yellow-Bi Color 
Corn

$0.39 Ea.

Seedless  
Watermelons 
$299 Ea.

Mazola Oil  
128 Oz. Limit 4 
$999 Ea.

Large  
Tomatoes

129 Lb.

Macaroni  
Salad

$449 Lb.

Kraft BBQ Sauce 
17.5 Oz. Assorted Var.
$0.99 Ea.

Coca-Cola Products  
12 pk 12 Oz. 
$599 Ea.

Ball Park Buns  
14 Oz.

$199 Ea.

Top Sirloin Cap 
Picanha

$999 Lb.

Variety, Freshness, & 
Savings In Every Aisle

SUPERMARKET

Visit Visit www.keyfooddeals.com www.keyfooddeals.com to signup for our  Key Food weekly specials.to signup for our  Key Food weekly specials.

Boneless Beef  
Chuck Roast 
$699 Lb.

Pork Shoulder with  
2 Sides Feeds 10
  $7999 Ea.
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July 2025 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location

Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 Tuesday 7/8/25 Friday 7/11/25 Laurel Manor

Wanda Smith 972-358-9757 Tuesday 7/22/25 Wednesday 7/23/25 Rohan

AARP now offers a Free 60–90-minute 
Smart Driver Technology workshop for 
those thinking of either leasing, purchasing 
or just upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club 
meetings to share this information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to 
arrange a presentation for your Club. 
AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour “Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is designed for those 
50 and older. All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet at 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946. 

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

www.sunkoolac.com
Visit Our Website

L imited T ime Of ferCall us: (352)-330-1067

License #CAC035590

For More Information:

$100 off  5 year labor warranty
$200 off  10 year labor warranty

Stress Free Warranty

*valid from July 1  -  July 31  2025*s t s t
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MAJOR MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGH:  
A Simple Blood Test to 
detect Alzheimer’s Disease
A major breakthrough in Alzheimer’s research has arrived: a blood test 
that can detect Alzheimer’s decades before symptoms appear. This test 
looks for a protein called p-Tau217, which builds up in the brain during 
the early stages of Alzheimer’s. In a first of its kind, this test was recently 
approved by the FDA to assist in diagnosing Alzheimer’s Disease.
In the past, detecting Alzheimer’s required brain scans or spinal fluid tests. Now, 
this blood test offers an easier and simple way to check for risk— available soon at 
no cost from Craig Curtis, MD at K2 Medical Research here in The Villages as part of 
a clinical study. The plan for the upcoming study is to see if simple diet and lifestyle 
changes can lower blood test results.

What does the test measure?
High levels of p-Tau217 in the blood are strongly linked to the buildup of both  
Tau tangles and amyloid plaques—the hallmarks of Alzheimer’s disease.

How early can it detect risk?
This test can reveal risk more than 10 years before symptoms begin. Studies show that  
people with high levels of p-Tau217 are more likely to develop memory problems later on.

Can anything lower p-Tau217?
Yes. Early research shows that exercise, healthy 
lifestyle changes, and treatments that remove 
amyloid may lower p-Tau217 levels. This means 
the test could not only predict risk, but also 
help track whether someone’s brain health is 
improving.

What’s next?
While experts warn against mass testing for now, 
many believe this could become as routine as 
checking cholesterol to prevent heart disease.

This discovery gives hope: Alzheimer’s may 
one day be prevented—and this simple blood 
test could play a key role in making that future a 
reality.  

Thank you to Dr. Eric Topol for recently 
highlighting this major breakthrough:
https://erictopol.substack.com/p/the-breakthrough-blood-
test-for-alzheimers

https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.ady3217

We Stage & Sell 
HOMES

Debra & Marc Davis
(352) 445-4278 

SimpleProbateSolution.com
Probate & Trust Certified Realtors® 

Broker Olympus Executive Realty, Inc.

• Estate Sale – Sell Contents of Home
• Staging & Styling Home is Included
• We Sell Homes & Complete Estates

Craig Curtis, MD
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A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 7/31/25.

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever NeedT e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.comwww.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS:  SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pmMon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm

VISIT US AT
4786 NE 125th Loop, Oxford, FL 34484

OPEN HOUSE 9AM – 6PM

 
 

OVER 12 MODELS TO CHOSE FROM!

STARTING AT 405K

OWN YOUR 
DREAM HOUSE

Contact Dennis Ferguson
Directly for 4% Closing Cost

LOW HOA • NEW COMMUNITY • ALL AGES • NO BONDS

DensanPark@gmail.com

DensanPark.com
(352) 667-5000

Scan the QR code to access the POA Facebook page. Like, 
Follow and Tune-In for Membership Meetings Livestreamed.
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Stay Connected for the latest 
Announcements and to 
watch Membership meetings 
livestreamed!  
We have 1,900+ total page likes and 2,500+ total page followers!
The POA now livestreams its meetings so residents can either attend in person, watch live from 
home or at a time more convenient. You will hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, open 
forum Q & A, and the program. You will always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page to all of your friends and neighbors that live in 
The Villages! Meetings and relevant information will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue 
to send questions or comments via email or call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will be 
monitored by the Administrator and posts containing opinion or debate will be removed. 

t is all about experience and 
sophistication. You wouldn’t do 
well on a commercial aircraft flying 
to Europe with a pilot whose total 

training was less than two weeks: but 
“reimbursed” the same paycheck. The 
same analogy applies to the use of 
radiation. 
The Robert Boissoneault Oncology 
Institute’s therapeutic radiation 
oncologists have each completed 
four or more years of cancer 
specialty training, not to mention 
decades of practical experience and 

academic positions…using the most 
sophisticated equipment with precise 
accuracy while limiting exposure 
to normal and uninvolved tissue. 
Electron energy becomes critical for 
treating most skin cancers: demand 
and accept only this technology! 
We can explain why.
The plan…choose a respected 
dermatologist who constantly relies 
on our practice to administer radiation 
when needed, forming a team for you. 
We are the only accredited American 
College of Radiology Comprehensive 

Cancer Center in The Villages. You 
deserve this accreditation.
Before you accept radiation treatment, 
come chat with us. Compare quality 
aircraft and pilots. We want you to soar 
in your flight of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME Like us on  
Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Why is it best for a radiation oncology 
physician to administer my…radiation?
Similarly, why would a dermatologist be best 
to perform my…delicate skin surgery?

 RBOI.com

REACH 70,000+

New Format • New Sizes • New Pricing
Don’t Miss This Opportunity!

To advertise, contact: Cliff Wiener,  
POA President (352) 418-7372 or  

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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Water Oak Country Club Estates is the Perfect 
Community to Call Home

216 Magnolia Drive
Lady Lake, FL 32159

(866)529-8643
www.wateroaksales.com

Retirement and the Third, Third.
Retirement isn’t the end of the road—
it’s the beginning of a brand-new 
chapter known as the “third third” of 
your life. If you break your lifespan 
into three parts—childhood and 
education, career and family-building, 
and finally, post-career life—the last 
third holds enormous potential for 
growth, joy, and fulfillment. With 
lifespans increasing and active aging 
becoming the norm, the third third 
of life can be your most vibrant and 
purposeful phase yet. And the first step 
in making that happen? Finding the 
right community to call home.
Now is the perfect time to buy your 
retirement home—because where 
you live profoundly shapes how you 
live. As you step into this new phase, 
your environment should support 
what matters most: social connection, 
physical health, and mental 
stimulation.
Social Engagement: Build Your 
Community
Human beings thrive in a village, and 
as we age, social interaction becomes 
even more crucial. A thoughtfully 
chosen retirement home can place 
you in a neighborhood or community 
where friendships flourish. Whether it’s 
a planned active-adult development, 
a smaller town with a tight-knit vibe, 
or a walkable neighborhood, your 
retirement home should give you 
easy access to people, activities, and 
conversations. Isolation is one of the 
biggest threats to health in older age, 
and your home can be a proactive 
defense against it.
Physical Health: Design for Movement
The third third of life demands a living 
space that encourages physical activity 

rather than hinders it. Moving into the 
right community allows you to support 
your health goals. Look for features like 
single-level layouts, proximity to parks 
and walking trails, or on-site fitness 
centers, golf courses and restaurants. 
You want a home that makes it easy and 
enjoyable to stay active every day. Being 
able to move comfortably and regularly 
can dramatically extend both the length 
and quality of your life.
Mental Vitality: A Home That Inspires
Mental stimulation doesn’t stop after 
you leave the workforce—it just takes 
a different form. Whether it’s access to 
libraries, learning centers, hobby clubs, 
or volunteering opportunities, your 
environment should challenge your 
mind and spark curiosity. A well-located 
retirement home gives you access to the 
kinds of resources and experiences that 
keep you sharp and engaged. This can 
also include quiet, beautiful spaces for 
reading, meditation, or creativity.
Investing in Yourself and Your Future
Buying your retirement home now isn’t 
just a real estate move—it’s a lifestyle 
investment. It’s a chance to proactively 
design a life that supports your passions, 
relationships, and well-being. Water Oak 
Country Club Estates is a community 
that can fill the social, physical, and 
educational needs of the active adult.
The third third of life is yours to shape—
and it can be the most fulfilling part of 
your journey. We invite you to come and 
take a tour of Water Oak Country Club 
Estates, we offer a wide variety of homes 
for rent and for sale, priced from $35,000 
to $275,000. New construction homes 
by Sun Homes start at $149,995, offering 
modern designs with 2-3 bedrooms  
and 2 bathrooms, spanning 
approximately 1,344 square feet. We 
hope to see you soon.
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Project Wide Advisory Committee and the 
Developer might be more likely to support.

Staff advised that the issue should come back at 
the July meeting for further discussion and a vote 
since it needed to be on the public agenda.

The meeting is on July 9 at 9 am at Savannah 
Center.

AAC to Begin Video Recording  
Meetings	
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) will 
be the first committee or District board to begin 
video recording its meetings, starting with the 
July 9 meeting. The video will be available on 
DistrictGov.org under the AAC tab and  
meetings link.

The POA is hopeful other boards and committees 
will follow suit.

In Case You Missed It… Highlights from June Meetings
AAC to Bring Amenity Fee 
Deferral Back to the Table
During the June meeting of the Amenity 
Authority Committee (AAC), committee member 
Reb Benson brought the subject of an Amenity 
Fee Deferral Rate back to the committee for 
discussion and reconsideration. At its May 
meeting, a motion by member Don Deakin to 
freeze the rate at $140 was defeated by a vote of 
3-1, with member James Vaccarro absent.

Mr. Benson had asked for the topic to be placed 
on the June agenda, but it was removed from 
the public agenda without the Committee’s 
knowledge. Members were clearly irriated that 
they received one agenda, and another was made 
available to the public.

Mr. Benson explained that he believed a Deferral 
Rate of $199 would meet the criteria that the 

Florida Blue is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Florida Blue Medicare is an HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Florida Blue or Florida Blue 
Medicare depends on contract renewal. PPO coverage is offered by Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., DBA Florida Blue. HMO coverage is offered 
by Florida Blue Medicare, Inc., DBA Florida Blue Medicare. These companies are affiliates of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc., and Independent 
Licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. All benefits are not available on all plans. Other physicians and providers are available in our 
network. Out-of-network/non-contracted providers are under no obligation to treat Florida Blue Medicare members, except in emergency situations. Please 
call our customer service number or see your Evidence of Coverage for more information, including the cost-sharing that applies to out-of-network services. 
SilverSneakers is a registered trademark of Tivity Health, Inc. © 2025 Tivity Health, Inc. All rights reserved. The over-the-counter (OTC) allowance is a quarterly 
benefit and any unused amounts do not roll over to the next quarter. We comply with applicable Federal civil rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. View the Discrimination and Accessibility Notice at FloridaBlue.com/ndnotice, plus information on our 
free language assistance services. Or call 1-800-352-2583 (TTY: 1-800-955-8770). Puede ver la notificación de no discriminación y accesibilidad, además de 
información sobre nuestros servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística en FloridaBlue.com/es/ndnotice. O llame al 1-800-352-2583 (TTY: 1-877-955-8773). 
Y0011_120904_2025_M Nicholas Hieber is an authorized, independent agent for Florida Blue and Florida Blue Medicare.

Call 1-813-917-4030  
to learn more! 

Nicholas Hieber
Guided Solutions
nico.hieber@guidedsolutions.com

Florida Blue Medicare Advantage plans are right in your 
neighborhood and in 2025 offer benefits and services,  
such as:

• $0 Monthly plan premium with dental, vision, and  
 hearing included
• Over-the-counter allowance

• SilverSneakers® Fitness Program membership
• Plus, even more extra benefits on most plans

Welcome to

from your friends at

If you’ve recently moved, you could be  
eligible to enroll in a Florida Blue Medicare 
Advantage plan now.

Coyote Alert
Coyotes have been seen in our area, but they 
rarely come into contact with people. However, 
given the opportunity, they may prey upon 
unattended pets or livestock. Keep pets safe from 
interactions with coyotes and other wildlife:

•	 Walk dogs on a short (6-foot or less) leash and 
supervise them while outside, especially at 
night.

•	 Keep cats indoors. Keep in mind a screened 
porch is not secure from coyotes and other 
wildlife.

•	 Use electric fencing to protect small livestock 
such as chickens and goats.

Highlights continued on page 14
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(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 7.31.25

• A Blend of Conservative & Reform Services – Families, Singles, Interfaith Couples Welcome
• The Synagogue That Feels Like Family – Warm and Inviting Where Every Person Matters
• Meet Our New Rabbi Ronald Reuven Silverman with Many Years of Experience
• Holiday Observances, Judaism Classes, Fellowship & Social Activities, Life Cycle Events
• Serving the Jewish Community for over 70 years – No Building Fund
• Second Friday Evening & Fourth Saturday Morning Services – Close to The Villages®

315 N. 13th St.  |  Leesburg 
BethSholomFlorida.orgBethSholomFlorida.org 
(352) 326-3692
President@BethSholomFlorida.org
Like us on Facebook

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

Coyotes eat a wide variety of foods, including fruit, insects, rodents, 
and other small mammals, but will also eat garbage and pet food if 
given access. To discourage coyotes and other wildlife from lingering 
near your home, secure your trash, remove fallen fruit, and feed pets 
indoors. 

If you see a coyote nearby, you can scare it away b waving your arms in 
the air and yelling loudly. Noisemakers, like air horns, work too.

If you are experiencing conflicts with coyotes contact your regional 
Florida Wildlife office for guidance: myfwc.com/contact/fwc-staff/
regional-offices

Also check out this resource: myfwc.com/media/12520/living-with-
urban-coyotes.pdf. 

Highlights continued from page 13



Register on our NEW website: VillagesPOA.org 15JULY 2025

REACH 70,000+

New Format • New Sizes • New Pricing
Don’t Miss This Opportunity!

To advertise, contact: Cliff Wiener,  
POA President (352) 418-7372 or  

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

Talavera • Glazed Pottery • Metal Work  •  Garden Art
San Gabriel Home and Garden

8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444   

WHOLESALE 
TO THE PUBLIC

 All Pottery 
& Other Items Storewide

HOURS 
Mon - Sat 9AM - 5pm

50% OFF

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Gen. 168 tabs for $156.02
XARELTO 20mg Gen. 90 tabs for $181.64
JANUVIA 100mg Brand 84 tabs for $172.37
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

Big Celebration Planned October 21
Members and residents should mark October 21 from 6 pm – 8:30 pm on their calendars for a 
special Expo-type event to celebrate the POA’s 50-year anniversary. Bulletin/Magazine advertisers 
and partners will have booths and there will be lots of giveaways and drawings. Refreshments and 
entertainment are also planned.

Board members and volunteers will be on hand to help residents sign up for membership or log into an 
account with an email address, as well as to help people Like/Share the Facebook page so they can view 
the meetings online.

Mr. Wiener said more details will be coming over the next few months about the event, but the 
most important thing to do now is REGISTER YOUR ACCOUNT AT VillagesPOA.org. 

Scan the QR code or go to VillagesPOA.org -  
click Join POA or Register as a Guest
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Lightning Matters
 
In May a lightning strike caused a fire and destroyed a home in Winifred. 
In times like this residents often ask about the efficacy of a Lighting 
Protection System (LPS) commonly called lightning rods.

Do lightning protection systems work?
This question has been asked and answered from inventor Benjamin Franklin’s time up to the present. 
They do function as designed based on overwhelming evidence collected over two centuries of 
exhaustive research found in the public domain. This includes studies conducted by NASA, University of 
Florida, the Iowa Fire Marshal’s office, the Ontario Fire Marshal’s office, Underwriters Laboratories, and 
several branches of the military.

Air traffic control towers are equipped with LPS to protect sensitive electronics for  critical air safety 
operations. They also benefit from instrumentation to count the number of lightning strikes received 
by the LPS. A Federal Aviation Administration study showed that the Tampa control tower recorded 
25,000 lightning strikes with no damage. The Orlando control tower experienced 20,000 lightning 
strikes with loss of one telephone line.

The above demonstrates that LPS do work if they are designed, installed, and maintained according to 
the national standard on lightning, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)-780, Standard for the 
Installation of Lightning Protection Systems. This standard was first issued by the NFPA in 1904 and has 
been updated thirty times since by a panel of lightning experts.

CAUTION: This is a buyer beware marketplace because there is no state or local certification for LPS 
installers and no building permits with follow-up inspections. The industry does police itself when LPS 
firms become “listed” by Underwriters Laboratories (UL) AND their installers pass four closed book 
proctored exams to qualify as “Master Installers” by the lightning Protection Institute (LPI). Also beware 
that firms found in the Yellow Pages or on the Internet may not meet the above UL and LPI criteria.

In summary, LPS provides a reliable and time-tested method to protect homes from the destructive 
forces of lightning, ensuring safety and peace of mind for homeowners living here in the Lightning 
Capital of the US.

As you drive around The Villages and surrounding areas note how widespread lightning systems are 
utilized to protect people and property: Fire headquarters, nearly every building in Sumter Landing, 
The Sharon, Savannah Center, Glenview  and Lopez CC, the hospitals, all pumping stations, SECO & 
Duke substations, all the major churches, all of the schools, airports, the hotels, thousands of homes, 
the White House, the Pope’s residence, Cape Canaveral launch pads, Disney, Universal, and even the 
electronic overhead signs on the Florida Turnpike!

If your club or organization would benefit from a free, noncommercial, educational, community 
service presentation that covers the above,  personal lightning safety, surge protection, and debunks 
ten common myths by the Lightning Study Group contact Len Hathaway at lhatha@aol.com. 

References: 

The Art & Science of Lightning Protection by University of Florida Emeritus Distinguished Professor Dr. Martin 
Uman, Lightning Lab, Gainesville, FL.

National Fire Protection Association 780, Standard for the Installation of Lightning Protection Systems, Quincy, MA.

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE LUNCH 

RSVP 352-462-0636  
or for more details.
RMExplained.com

Home Equity 101: Know Your Loans
Reverse Mortgage, HELOC, Home Equity Loan, Refi & More

Tues., July 8th and Tues., Aug.12th, 12:30 p.m.
at The Standard Coffee Shop in Spanish Plaines Plaza

1552 Bella Cruz Dr, The Villages 32159

Wed., July 16th and Wed., Aug. 20th, 12:30 p.m.
at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza

360 Colony Blvd, The Villages 32162

HOURS 
Mon - Sat 

9AM - 5pm

San Gabriel 
Boot and Shoe Repair

8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444352-341-1444

Serving America’s horse Country

WE REPAIR
New Soles • Heel Caps • Purses

Luggage • Puppy Damage • Zippers

SELL GENTLY USED BOOTS:
Western • Work • Snake Proof

New Work Boots • Leather Belts

By Len Hathaway
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SHINE Offers Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) volunteers are available to assist clients 
with Medicare related questions including Medicaid, Medicare, and Medigap plans, financial 
assistance, and scams. The service is free and unbiased, and reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations to assist area residents for one-on-one counseling 
on the indicated days. 

“Understanding Medicare,” a group presentation geared toward those turning 65, will be 
made at 1:00 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the Aviary Recreation Center. 
 

For more information, go to FloridaShine.org or call (800) 963-5337. 

Eisenhower Recreation Center  |  9 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Chula Vista Recreation Center  |  3 pm - 5:30 pm  |  1st & 3rd Fridays
Lake Miona Recreation Center  |  9 am - 11:30 am  |  2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Lady Lake Library  |  2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  |  2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Leesburg Public Library  |  9:30 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Don’t Just Add Years to Your Life. 
Add Life to Your Years.

Schedule your appointment 
and start living your best life

(352) 329-30753429 Warm Springs Ave, The Villages, FL 32163

www.getvipcare.com

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with VIPcare. 
Primary care for 65+.
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Who Actually Requires a License  
to Do Work at Your Home?
S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

Some folks are in the business of making your house “pretty,”while other professions 
are there to make your house “work.” It’s important that you understand the difference 

because some require a professional competency license, while the others don’t.
We have all seen the business cards from folks 
who work in, around or on your house and most, 
if not all, say “Licensed and Insured.” What does 
that mean?  In some cases, it really refers to their 
pickup truck – it has a “license” on the back, and 
they have “insurance” papers in the glovebox. 
Therefore, they’re licensed and insured.

If someone in a profession says he/she is licensed 
and insured, and that person is in the business of 
making your house pretty, they most likely don’t 
have a professional competency license since, in 
Florida, none is required. Painters, landscapers, 
driveway pavers, garage floor sealers, carpet/
laminate installers, sprinkler repair, tree trimmers, 
etc., all make your house pretty and there are 
no license requirements for these types of 
professions.  

However, someone who builds, roofs, plumbs, 
works on your AC, does wiring, installs your 
swimming pool, installs new windows, removes 
walls, or other such work most likely requires 
a license through the Florida Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) and 
you can check the status of that license on the 
DBPR website – myfloridalicense.com. If their 
license can’t be located, you should absolutely 
ask the contractor about it. If the contractor can’t 
produce a copy of his license, you should have 
nothing more to do with him. Knowingly hiring an 
unlicensed person to perform work that requires 
a Florida professional license has implications for 
the homeowner, few of which are favorable. 

Every contractor you hire should have liability 
and Workers Comp insurance in case something 
happens on your property while they are working 
for you. You can and should ask to see a copy of 
that insurance. If someone is injured because 
of the contractor’s actions while working on 
your property, you may get dragged into the 
subsequent mess and nobody wants to be there.

Also, before you contract with anybody to do 
work at your home, you can check with any 
Seniors vs. Crime office to learn how many 
complaints have been filed against the business 
you are interested in. If you have more than one 
business, list them and give us a call. We will 
either look them up right away or, if busy at the 
time, we will look them up and call you back. A 
high number of complaints against a business is a 
huge red flag and you can check this for free.

If you have any questions about hiring 
contractors, call us and we can check their history 
and try to answer any questions you may have. 
We encourage you to do your due diligence 
by checking Next Door Neighbors, Talk of The 
Villages, and by Googling the vendor’s name, 
followed by reviews/complaints. People who have 
been wronged by a business will certainly let you 
know about their experiences.

Office locations, hours of operation, and contact 
information for offices in The Villages can be found 
on seniorsvscrime.com. You can also request a 
speaker or apply to be a volunteer with us. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2024	 Craig Estep 

	 Jerry Ferlisi
2023	 Sal Torname 
2022	 Bill Schikora 
2021	 Bryan Lifsey
2020	 John Donahe 

	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry
2016	 Frank E. Carr
2013	 “Class Action Five” 

	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman
2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 

	 Betty Cunningham
2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 

	 Vinnie Palmisano
2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 

	 Win Shook
2007	 Rose Harvey 

	 Dorothy Hokr
2006	 Charlie Harvey 

	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard
2004	 Russ Day 

	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2025 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Dan Warren 630-4491
Treasurer Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors
Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Ken Knodel (330) 388-2308
Gary Search

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield (219) 508-6863
Videographer Mike Gross 450-0405
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

Discount 
Partners 
Program 
Discontinued               
After many years of success, 
the POA Board of Directors 
decided to discontinue the 
Discount Partners program, 
effective immediately. 
The Partners are no longer listed on the POA 
website and members can no longer use their 
membership card for any discounts. 
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Independent Real Estate Company    
in The Villages & Wildwood

C A L L  O N E  O F  O U R  R E A L T O R S  T O D A Y

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Donna Pattermore
(216) 548-9295

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Paul Ledbetter
(352) 661-5309

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Jamie Noll
(352) 459-5892

Nanette Elliott
(352) 551-8776

Liss Cartagena
(352) 877-1855

Katrina & Jon McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Joanie Snaith
(352) 659-4573

Erika Watson
(352) 435-5822

Jim Bell
(817) 307-5678

Timothy Millson
(352) 931-1231

Ann Marie Price 
(717) 350-5586


