
Upcoming POA General 
Membership Meetings

NO MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS IN AUGUST

September 16 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Dr. Norman H. Anderson, CEO 
Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute

October 2 • 7 pm 
Everglades Recreation Center 

SPEAKER: Sumter County Sheriff Pat Breeden

October 21 • 6 – 8:30 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

POA 50th Anniversary Expo

VillagesPOA.org AUGUST 2025 FREE COPY Issue 51.08 |  Circulation 62,500

Property Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 1975

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Amenity Freeze 4 

Fire Assessment 7

Sports Pool Usage 11

Parkinson’s Disease 14

Farewell to Paradise Recreation 16

In Case You Missed It 18 

Advertise With the POA 20

SHINE Offers Medicare Help 21

Discount Partners Program 
Discontinued 21

Seniors vs Crime 22

Donuts & Coffee will be available at the 
POA General Membership Meetings

AAC Member Proposes 
“Paradigm Shift” with Gates
The Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) vice chair Reb Benson  
proposed an “outside of the box” and paradigm shift when it comes 
to staffing gates in The Villages. 
No one has ever been able to explain the thinking behind what gates are staffed and what aren’t.  
An examination of gate traffic statistics does not indicate that staffing is traffic driven, except in the 
case of the Morse Boulevard North gates. Here are just some of the statistics (entrance only):

Not staffed:

Briar Meadow North 2,443*

Belvedere 4,476

Southern Trace 2,380

St. James 4,393

March Bend East 2,537**

Citrus Grove 6,622

Staffed: 

Briar Meadow South 590*

Morse North 5,980

Morse South 8,210

Chatham 1,320

Del Mar 5,031

Staffed: 

Glenbrook 1,395

Bonnybrook 2,339

Sanibel 4,184

Marsh Bend South  564**

There is a total (currently) of 143 gates 
throughout The Villages, with 12 staffed 
north of CR 466, 9 staffed between CR 466 
and SR 44, and 6 staffed south of SR 44. 
That is less than 20% of the gates that are 
staffed. There are plenty of gates with high 
volume traffic that are not staffed.

Last year, Community Watch Director 
Nehemiah Wolfe recommended reducing 
shifts at several gates from 24-hour to 
12-hour, with no coverage after midnight.
The total estimated savings over a 5-year
period for all areas served was $944,217,
less than $250,000 annual budget impact.

While that was a good start to reduce costs,  
Mr. Benson is suggesting going further:

First item...Requests.  
Areas for Community Watch to keep assessing regarding 
potential budget cutting expenses while evaluating the 
various tasks of Community Watch to see which ones 
are a necessary level of service versus could be modified, 
transferred, dropped, or replaced by technological 
improvements.

Second item...Possibilities.  
Look “outside the box” - “paradigm shift” on how 
we address that we are a community with gates...
not a gated community (emphasis added) ...and save 
residents money.

Paradigm Shift continued on page 2
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc.
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for
objective and accurate information. Specific
attention is given to resolving housing,
community and local government issues.

Values
Independence		 Honesty	  Fairness 

	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

Paradigm Shift continued on page 3

Request 1: Manned gates...continue to assess 
the ability to decrease hours at these gates from 
the current 18 hours per day (3 shifts of 6 hours 
each) - especially at gates that see less traffic (and 
were less than 18 hours prior to the previously 
implemented cost saving measures).

Provide the hourly traffic load at each manned 
gate and potential options at a future quarterly 
update. [Could see options such as 3 shifts of 
5 hours each or 2 shifts of 7 hours each or even 
2 shifts of 6 hours each at several or all gates 
(except Morse Boulevard)].

Request 2: Community Watch Patrols...
continue to assess if something less than 3 shifts 
of 7.5 hour each per day is possible. Provide any 
future assessment, as that is accomplished in the 
continued assessment of operations, and seen as 
an adequate way forward. [Could see options such 
as 3 shifts of 6 hours each per patrol zone either 
with some overlap time between zones or no 
overlap (having gaps) or 2 shifts of 7 hours (5am to 
12pm & 5pm to 12am) with 2 roaming shifts of  
5 hours (12pm to 5pm & 12am to 5am) that cover 
key areas in 2 or more zones per shift].

Possibility 1: Ease of access through the gates.

Option 1...Driver’s headlamp secure tag reader 
that the district is looking into.

Option 2...Convert entrance gates to 
automatically open like the exit gates...probably 
lower cost to implement and no card or tag reader 
to purchase/replace. Time the sensor to allow 
recording of car/license plate and driver’s face 
before the gate goes up.

Possibility 2: Remove barriers (i.e., gates) to 
travel on Morse Blvd. Option...

First...install gates with cameras at all Village 
entrances and Rio Grande Avenue along Morse 
Boulevard (between CR-466 & El Camino Real) - 
25 total.

Second...remove guard entrances on each end of 
Morse Boulevard.

Third...add a dedicated traffic light at Barraza 
Ct to allow southbound golf carts to cross over 
Morse Blvd to continue south to the CR-466 
tunnel (coordinating on any final Multimodal Path 
solutions along Morse Boulevard).

Note 1...with an automated/unmanned gate, can 
install them far enough in at each location off 
Morse Blvd to not disturb residential property or 
create a backup traffic concern going thru the gate. 
Should be nearby power sources at each location.

Note 2...sounds like current gate camera systems 
are adequate...but might need further evaluation 
to ensure maximum ability to trace a car/driver 
regarding any incident to support follow-up, 
forensics, etc.

The POA applauds Mr. Benson for thinking 
outside of the box and proposing bold measures 
to reallocate funds where they are needed. His 
suggestions have sparked much debate about 
the gates and attendants. Mr. Benson is not 
suggesting eliminating gates, except perhaps at 
Morse Boulevard for ease of traffic flow. This could 
present a more dangerous situation because of 
the golf carts traveling across oncoming traffic; 
however, many people complain about the gate 
attendant not looking for golf cart traffic. Overall, 
it is a bad situation that needs a solution.

Others, including the POA, have suggested that 
gate attendants could be reassigned to swimming 
pools and courts to check IDs while District 
staff researches electronic solutions to amenity 
entrances.

The total proposed Community Watch budget for 
FY 25-26 is $11,995,023, allocated between the 
Village Center Community Development District 
(VCCDD), north of CR 466 ($3,638,614) and 
the Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD), south of CR 466 ($8,356,409.) 
Obviously, the majority of growth has occurred 
south of CR 466 and SR 44 so the 51.8% increase 
in the SLCDD budget in just two budget years may 
not be a surprise.  

Paradigm Shift continued from page 2
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Paradigm Shift continued from page 2

Scan the QR code or go to  
VillagesPOA.org click Join POA 
or Register as a Guest

Deputy District Manager Carrie Duckett cautioned 
the AAC to consider whether these suggestions 
would constitute a “reduction in service.” The 
POA believes that a reallocation of resources 
that relies on technology is a more cost-effective 
means to improving customer service, rather 
than a reduction. “We’ve always done it this way” 
thinking is not a definition of level of services, and 
The Villages has changed dramatically since the 
first gates went in north of CR 466. By looking at 
the numbers and locations of gates, it is clear that 
the highest number of staffed gates is north of  
CR 466, which has the lowest population of the 
three geographic areas and less growth than any 
other area.

The POA urges the AAC to take a serious look 
at these suggestions, and that the Project Wide 
Advisory Committee do the same. The AAC will 
hold a workshop at a later date to discuss in more 
detail and gather community input.  

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Gen. 168 tabs for $156.02
XARELTO 20mg Gen. 90 tabs for $181.64
JANUVIA 100mg Brand 84 tabs for $172.37
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57
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HOURS 
Mon - Sat 

9AM - 5pm

San Gabriel 
Boot and Shoe Repair

8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444352-341-1444

Serving America’s horse Country

WE REPAIR
New Soles • Heel Caps • Purses

Luggage • Puppy Damage • Zippers

SELL GENTLY USED BOOTS:
Western • Work • Snake Proof

New Work Boots • Leather Belts

FREE ESTIMATES

LANDSCAPE CURBING
Many Colors & Styles

352-383-1123
www.kwikkerbby3d.com

http://www.kwikkerbby3d.com
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facilities or services. All policies, procedures, 
fees and services relating to Amenity Fees and 
Amenity Services provided by Center District, 
and Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD) must be identical. No action by 
the AAC can result in residents of The Villages 
outside the AAC area being treated differently 
than Villages residents inside the AAC area. 

The Center District understands this to mean 
that any deferral rate must, among other things, 
be consistent with bond covenants, allow the 
Center District to maintain levels of service, and 
be uniformly applied to homesites everywhere 
in The Villages. Prior to implementing a deferral 
rate for the Center District service territory, Staff 
will seek feedback from bond counsel and seek 
confirmation from other amenity owners that 
the deferral rate will be adopted throughout The 
Villages. The Center District will not adopt the 
resolution if all proper conditions are not met. 

AAC continued on page 5

AAC Proposes Amenity Freeze at $199
The Amenity Authority Committee has spent several months discussing a freeze/cap on Amenity Fees paid by 
residents North of CR 466. Motions have been made and failed.

In July, the discussion was back on the table, and 
this time a resolution was passed that will require 
action by other District government entities 
that collect Amenity Fees. Following is the 
analysis provided by District staff, along with the 
resolution that was passed. It is now in the hands 
of the Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC)/
Sumter Landing Community Development 
District (SLCDD), as well as the Developer, to 
determine if the proposal can go forward.

Background/Analysis (provided at AAC 
Meeting)

Throughout The Villages, homeowners pay 
monthly amenity fees as set out in Declarations 
of Restrictions. Under the Declarations, the 
amenity fees adjust annually with the consumer 
price index (CPI). The Village Center Community 
Development District (Center District) 
understands the Declarations to allow deferral of 
CPI adjustments by the Center District, so long 
as the Center District continues to meet its legal 

obligations and there is no reduction in amenity 
facilities or services.

Since 2008, the Amenity Authority Committee 
(AAC) has been delegated express authority to 
establish a maximum amenity fee for the Village 
Center Community Development District (Center 
District) service territory. The Declarations do not 
allow for the reduction of a homesite’s amenity 
fee and say that CPI adjustments not imposed 
on the adjustment may be imposed later. So, a 
maximum amenity fee set by the AAC operates 
as a “deferral rate.” Annual CPI adjustments are 
imposed only on homesites with an amenity fee 
below this deferral rate. The CPI adjustment on 
homesites at or above the deferral rate will not 
be immediately imposed but will be deferred and 
may be imposed at a future date.

The AAC must act within certain limitations. The 
AAC actions must comply and be consistent with 
bond documents, Declarations, and applicable 
laws. AAC actions may not reduce amenity 

A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

We Stage & Sell 
HOMES

Debra & Marc Davis
(352) 445-4278 

SimpleProbateSolution.com
Probate & Trust Certified Realtors® 

Broker Olympus Executive Realty, Inc.

• Estate Sale – Sell Contents of Home
• Staging & Styling Home is Included
• We Sell Homes & Complete Estates

mailto:A1_lightning@yahoo.com
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ACC continued from page 4

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

During recent meetings, the AAC requested the 
Center District staff to provide materials for the 
consideration of an amenity fee “deferral rate” 
to be set at $199. The analysis assumes a target 
implementation date of October 1, 2025. 

Resolution Passed by AAC and Presented 
to Center District

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE

VILLAGE CENTER COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:

1. The monthly Amenity Fees for recreational 
services and the common areas shall not 
be adjusted above $199.00 per month for 
any owners at the time their adjustment 
is due under the various Declarations of 
Restrictions until such time as the Village 
Center Community Development District 
determines otherwise and may at that time 
make the adjustment which may include 
any accrual of adjustments not previously 
made by the Village Center Community 
Development District

2. The non-adjustment to amenity fees is for 
a maximum of one year from the adoption 
of this Resolution and any continuation 
of this policy shall be based upon the fiscal 
impact and any other criteria as determined 
by the Village Center Community 
Development District. 

Clarification was made by the District’s attorney, 
Kevin Stone, that it would not be the intent of 
the members of the current AAC to collect any 
“deferred” Amenity Fee or to immediately jump to 
the Amenity Fee being collected by other entities 
if a future AAC Board determined it needed to 
remove the freeze. It is the intent of this Board 
that the CPI would begin to be applied to the 
current rate a resident is paying at the time a 
deferral is removed. 

(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 8.31.25

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

http://www.tscfl.org
mailto:communications@tscfl.org
http://www.GroutSmithLMS.com
http://www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
mailto:centerstatesgd@gmail.com
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From  8/08/25 to 8/14/25

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Puerto Rican Corn 
Fritters Sorullitos De Maiz

$0.99 Ea.

USDA Inspected Grade  
"A" Heavy Hen Gallinas  

$159 Lb.

Panamei Frozen Raw White Shrimp 
21-25 Ct Peeled Tail Off 32 Oz.

$1599 Pkg.

Fresh Green  
Peppers

$0.99 Lb.

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 Organically Grown 
Strawberries 16 Oz.

  499 Ea.

USDA Inspected Fresh 
Whole Pork Shoulder 

$179 Lb.

Rico Long  
Grain Rice 20 Lbs. 
$1099 Ea.

Fresh  
Limes

12/$2

Fresh  
Yuca 

$0.99 Lb.

Mazola Oil  
Select Varieties 128 Oz. 

$1099 Ea.

Black  
Plums

169 Lb.

Corn & Bean  
Salad

$399 Lb.

Keebler Export Soda 
Crackers 28 Oz.
$499 Ea.

Key Food Water   
24 Pk. 16.9 Oz. 
$299 Ea.

Eddy's or Valentini  
Ice Cream 48 Oz.

$399 Ea.

Beef Bottom  
Round Roast
$599 Lb.

Variety, Freshness, & Variety, Freshness, & 
Savings In Every AisleSavings In Every AisleSUPERMARKET

Visit Visit www.keyfooddeals.com www.keyfooddeals.com to signup for our  Key Food weekly specials.to signup for our  Key Food weekly specials.

Ham & Cheese  
Sandwich

  $699 Ea..

USDA Inspected Grade A 
Fresh Chicken Leg Quarters 

$0.99 Lb.

http://www.key
http://www.keyfooddeals.com
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Increased Fire Assessment Fees Will 
Impact Sumter County FY25/26 Budget
By Karen O’Farrell

Bradley Arnold, Sumter County Administrator, addressed the POA 
membership on July 15, 2025, and shared results of that morning’s Sumter 
County Board of County Commissioners’ Budget Workshop. He stressed 
that every bit of the tax increase proposal is firmly focused on public 
safety as the #1 priority as well as additional funding for road maintenance.

•	 Millage rate: The amount of tax owed per every 
$1,000 of a property’s assessed value. 

•	 Rollback rate: The millage rate where the 
county government would get no additional 
tax revenue based off the existing properties 
that went up in value based solely on market 
conditions. This rate would generate the same 
revenue as the previous year, regardless of  
what the rate actually is. New construction 
growth is not included in the calculation for  
the rollback rate.

•	 Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU):  
A special assessment to ensure the “readiness” 
of specific public services or improvements 
within a defined geographic area, in this case 
Fire & EMS services. These services are financed 
through non-ad valorem assessments, meaning 
the cost is distributed among all property 
owners who benefit from the improvements, 
rather than being based on property value. Each 
Fire District – Sumter County and The Villages – 
has its own fire assessment MSBU.

•	 Municipal Service Taxing Unit (MSTU): 
Funding through an additional property millage 
tax rate within each of the MSTU boundaries to 
fund actual services (fire & EMS) delivered.

The Board decided to hold the General Fund 
millage rate at 4.89 for FY25/26, the same rate as 
FY 24/25. Holding that 4.89 rate this year and by 
itself, even without an increase in the MSTU from 
0 to some other number, would still constitute 
a tax increase because the Board is not going to 
drop to the rollback rate. Holding that line does 
still generate additional revenue to support the 
road maintenance initiative that the Board wants 
to proceed with.

Fire Assessment continued on page 8
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The biggest component of the proposed tax increase has to do with the MSTU rates. If you live in The 
Villages Public Safety Department Dependent District (VPSDDD) service area, the proposed millage is 
.0464. If you live adjacent to The Villages, you may be in that service area also. For Sumter Fire & EMS, 
the MSTU rate is .0871. The MTSU is what is driving the aggregate overall rate for the Board to advertise a 
tax increase.

When the Board made the decision to go with zero instead of the proposed 0.29 MTSU for FY24/25, 
cuts had to be made to Fire & EMS personnel. Additional positions were immediately dropped, and 
mandatory overtime began in order to maintain the service levels. The larger jump now is to make up for 
what was lost last year in terms of level of service.

Fire assessment is a significant revenue source at 45.78%, and the transport fees add nearly 13% of the 
Sumter County Fire and EMS Fund budget. Ambulance fees fill the gap. Rates are set, but Medicare will 
only pay a maximum rate. The rest is often a write off.

Seventy percent of our public fire and EMS personnel are in their stations ready to serve. It’s called “cost 
of readiness to serve.” The proximity of the station and staffing levels help keep insurance rates down 
for residents. Thirty percent of their time is spent transporting or responding to fire scenes, vehicle 
accidents, rescues, and lift assists. The cost of readiness is $20M annually.

Both the VPSDDD and the Sumter County Fire/EMS service personnel are dual certified as both a 
firefighter and medical response personnel. Sumter has 6 fully staffed ambulances with sometimes 
a ramp up based on call volume. The Villages has 13 fully staffed ambulances. These numbers are 
significant in an area of this size. There are 18 fire stations across the county. The apparatus and 
personnel certifications contribute to cost of readiness and lower insurance rates.

Mr. Arnold explained that there has been excellent cooperation with The Villages, adjacent counties, and 
the 5 cities within Sumter County with regard to assistance and sharing of information. For example, 
Sumter County has a maintenance agreement for service on The Villages fleet of white vehicles.

VISIT US AT
4786 NE 125th Loop, Oxford, FL 34484

OPEN HOUSE 9AM – 6PM

 
 

OVER 12 MODELS TO CHOSE FROM!

STARTING AT 405K

OWN YOUR 
DREAM HOUSE

Contact Dennis Ferguson
Directly for 4% Closing Cost

LOW HOA • NEW COMMUNITY • ALL AGES • NO BONDS

DensanPark@gmail.com

DensanPark.com
(352) 667-5000

Fire Assessment continued on page 9

Fire Assessment continued from page 7
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A Look into the Future:
•	 The Sheriff’s Department continues to need additional funds to address continued growth in the county.

•	 After postponing road maintenance, the time has come to fund and implement a plan.

•	 Some of the future road projects were highlighted. While they are not yet budgeted, the County is looking 
at how to get them accomplished.

•	 And what happens if the property tax is eliminated? Will it be replaced with something else? 42.8% of the 
Sumter County general fund is public safety; 57% could be unavailable if property tax is eliminated. 

•	 Residents were encouraged to participate in their local government. Follow what is done with your tax 
dollars. Report how we can provide cuts or improve efficiencies. 

A $3.5M mobile stroke unit will soon be available through UF Health. Has the County had discussion about 
this unit with UF?

There is always mutual aid present, and Sumter County will make the call for the stroke unit as needed.

How would you describe the County’s relationship with other agencies?

Mr. Arnold described his relationship with Kenny Blocker, The Villages District Manager, as excellent and also with 
other cities and towns.

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is an outstanding relationship with much coordination, often 
working in lockstep on projects. There is a reciprocal relationship with certain county properties the State needs.  
This is probably the best working and financial relationship.

The Florida Department of Commerce is our second largest partner, working with them on general economic 
development.

A disconnect can sometimes occur with State officials who have not all had local government experience regarding 
funding and local impacts.

Fire Assessment continued from page 8

Fire Assessment continued on page 10

Scan here for Sumter 
County Proposed 
Budget FY 25/26 

Documents
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August 2025 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location

Chet Kowalski (352) 430-1833 Tue 8/5/25 Wed 8/6/25 Colony

George Rodriguez (802) 349-8080 Fri 8/15/25 Buffalo Crossings

AARP now offers a Free 60–90-minute Smart Driver 
Technology workshop for those thinking of either leasing, 
purchasing or just upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club 
meetings to share this information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to 
arrange a presentation for your Club. 
AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour “Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is designed for those 
50 and older. All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet at 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946. 

Engineers keep saying that North Morse 
Boulevard is okay. Can the County put more 
deputies on the road between 466 and  
San Marino?

Related to Community Development District 
(CDD) 1 concerns and the view that it is the most 
dangerous section of road, Mr. Arnold said he 
cannot change how people feel. But the facts  
do not support that feeling. He gives credit to  
CDD 1 on the great study it did that looked at how 
to move golf carts off the road. Studies associated 
with that document showed there is a path in the 
study. Whenever CDD 1 is ready to move forward 
with a design, the County will be there to review 
the design. As CDD 1 moves forward with the 
construction of it, he said Sumter County will be 
there to make sure there will be no impact on the 
roads during construction.

What is the rehabilitation of the Morse 
Boulevard bridge?

We are seeking a grant from the state to get 
funding to rehabilitate the “Humpty Dumpty” 
decking.

$2m allocated for road resurfacing and  
nothing else for the next five years? That seems 
like pretty slim pickings for roads that get a lot 
of traffic?

The increase in the millage rate has additional 
funding built in to help support road repairs, 
but the budget has not yet been approved. With 
the increase in the MSTU, the Board did not feel 
comfortable with an additional tax burden this 
year. Mr. Arnold stressed that road maintenance 
remains a priority for the Board.

Why are there sidewalks going in along 44?

The state government and FDOT have a 
requirement to provide more opportunity for 
multi-modal movement in the state. Mr. Arnold 
stated he had seen people using the sidewalk, 
often residents west of 301 who appear to be 
service industry employees. The hope is that as 
more people become aware the walkway is there, 
use will increase. 

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

Talavera • Glazed Pottery • Metal Work  •  Garden Art
San Gabriel Home and Garden

8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 8535 E Gulf to Lake Hwy • Inverness 
352-341-1444   

WHOLESALE 
TO THE PUBLIC

 All Pottery 
& Other Items Storewide

HOURS 
Mon - Sat 9AM - 5pm

50% OFF

Fire Assessment continued from page 9
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www.sunkoolac.com
Visit Our Website

SUMMER

License #CAC035590

$200 OFF  A  NEW SYSTEM
FIRST  MAINTENANCE FREE

*Offer cannot be combined with other
specials and expires August 31 , 2025st

Call us: (352)-330-1067

Recreation Department Clarifies 
Sports Pool Usage Decisions
In response to recent resident criticism over decisions to change group 
schedules for utilizing the 12 sports pools in The Villages, the Recreation 
Department issued the following statement in the District’s July 12 
weekly bulletin.

Exploring Flexible and 
Inclusive Options
Several ideas are being considered to improve 
the pool schedule while maintaining the quality 
of existing water exercise programs:

•	 Using the entire pool for water aerobics when 
participation numbers support it

•	 Allocating two-thirds of the pool for water 
aerobics with lane ropes in place (but unused) 
and no other programming in the remaining area

•	 Sharing lane-rope areas for other water-
based programs, such as water walking or lap 
swimming, when space and safety allow

We are also looking at expanding our program 
offerings to include additional activities such as 
water volleyball, lap swimming, and future water-
based fitness classes, depending on demand and 
pool availability.

Enhancing the Experience
As always, we are committed to improving 
the quality of your recreational experience. 
For example, to better support our water 
aerobics instructors, we’ve invested in wireless, 
waterproof microphones, improving sound clarity 
and instruction in active environments.

A Collaborative Approach
We want to reassure all residents that no final 
decisions will be made without thorough 
discussion and input from our volunteer leaders 
and community members. Staff is working hard 
to ensure fairness, consistency, and an enhanced 
experience across all facilities.

Our goal is to ensure that the sports pools serve 
all members of the community—today, tomorrow, 
and into the future. Through thoughtful planning 
and open communication, we are confident 
that this collaborative approach will lead to a 
better, more inclusive pool schedule — one that 
serves the needs of today’s residents and future 
generations.

For any questions or concerns, please reach out 
to the Recreation and Parks Department directly. 
Your feedback helps shape the future of our 
community programs.” 

“We understand that recent discussions on 
social media and in the community may have 
led to concerns about water exercise programs 
being limited or removed. We want to assure 
all residents that there are no plans to reduce 
or eliminate any current water exercise classes. 
Instead, what is taking place is a comprehensive 
review of how our sports pools are being used, 
with the goal of enhancing access and program 
variety for all residents.

Over the past several months, staff have been 
working closely with resident volunteer leaders to 
assess and review water exercise schedules for the 
upcoming fall and winter seasons. This process is 
part of our ongoing commitment to best practices 
as a Nationally Accredited Recreation and Parks 
agency. The goal is to ensure safe, consistent, and 
optimal use of our sports pools for all residents.

Data-Driven Decision Making
Staff are conducting a thorough, data-driven 
review of how our 12 sports pools are currently 
being used. This review includes:

•	 Statistical analysis of past participation 
numbers

•	 Input from resident volunteer leaders

•	 Consideration of how to allow more residents to 
enjoy the pools safely

Currently, 7 of the 12 sports pools already share 
space for different activities, including water 
aerobics, lap swimming, and water walking, 
with 20 shared sessions per week. This model 
has successfully managed both safety and noise 
levels, while increasing opportunities for different 
types of pool users.

http://www.sunkoolac.com
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352.217.7556352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

Coupon RequiredCoupon Required
BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home ServiceFast & Friendly

Expires 9/30/25

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.

Blinds & Shutters

Blinds & Shutters

http://www.exceptionsblinds.com
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15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 8/31/25.

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm

Scan the QR code 
to access the POA 
Facebook page. Like, 
Follow and Tune-In for 
Membership Meetings 
Live Streamed.

Stay connected 
for the latest 
announcements 
and to watch 
Membership 
Meetings live 
streamed!  
We have 1,900+ total page likes 
and 2,500+ total page followers!
The POA now livestreams its meetings so 
residents can either attend in person, watch live 
from home or at a time more convenient. You will 
hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, 
open forum Q & A, and the program. You will 
always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on 
Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page 
to all of your friends and neighbors that live in 
The Villages! Meetings and relevant information 
will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue 
to send questions or comments via email or 
call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will 
be monitored by the Administrator and posts 
containing opinion or debate will be removed. 

Big Celebration Planned October 21
Members and residents should mark October 21 from 6 pm – 8:30 pm on their calendars for 
a special Expo event to celebrate the POA’s 50-year anniversary. Bulletin/Magazine advertisers 
and partners will have booths and there will be lots of giveaways and drawings. Refreshments and 
entertainment are also planned.

Board members and volunteers will be on hand to help residents sign up for membership or log into an 
account with an email address, as well as to help people Like/Share the Facebook page so they can view 
the meetings online.

Mr. Wiener said more details will be coming over the next few months about the event,  
but the most important thing to do now is REGISTER YOUR ACCOUNT AT VillagesPOA.org. 

http://www.georgenahaschevrolet.com
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t is all about experience and 
sophistication. You wouldn’t do 
well on a commercial aircraft flying 
to Europe with a pilot whose total 

training was less than two weeks: but 
“reimbursed” the same paycheck. The 
same analogy applies to the use of 
radiation. 
The Robert Boissoneault Oncology 
Institute’s therapeutic radiation 
oncologists have each completed 
four or more years of cancer 
specialty training, not to mention 
decades of practical experience and 

academic positions…using the most 
sophisticated equipment with precise 
accuracy while limiting exposure 
to normal and uninvolved tissue. 
Electron energy becomes critical for 
treating most skin cancers: demand 
and accept only this technology! 
We can explain why.
The plan…choose a respected 
dermatologist who constantly relies 
on our practice to administer radiation 
when needed, forming a team for you. 
We are the only accredited American 
College of Radiology Comprehensive 

Cancer Center in The Villages. You 
deserve this accreditation.
Before you accept radiation treatment, 
come chat with us. Compare quality 
aircraft and pilots. We want you to soar 
in your flight of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME Like us on  
Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Why is it best for a radiation oncology 
physician to administer my…radiation?
Similarly, why would a dermatologist be best 
to perform my…delicate skin surgery?

 RBOI.com

Is Slowing Parkinson’s Disease Next?
By Craig Curtis, MD (U.S. Navy Veteran) and Kimberly Salazar, MD (Colonel, U.S. Army, Retired)

You may have heard that two medications are now available that slow the 
progression of Alzheimer’s disease. Yes, you read that correctly — we can now 
slow memory loss in Alzheimer’s. But what about Parkinson’s disease?
Interestingly, there are important similarities between Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s. Both are progressive 
brain disorders with different — but somewhat related — underlying causes. In Alzheimer’s disease, 
abnormal buildup of proteins called amyloid and tau contribute to memory loss. Medications that target 
and remove amyloid have shown the ability to slow Alzheimer’s disease progression, and medications 
that target tau are being actively studied.

In Parkinson’s disease, a different protein called alpha-synuclein accumulates in the brain, causing the 
classic signs of Parkinson’s disease such tremors, stiffness, and slowing of movement. Unfortunately, 
there are currently no approved treatments that remove alpha-synuclein or slow Parkinson’s progression 
— but researchers are working hard to change that.

Here in The Villages, Dr. Craig Curtis (U.S. Navy veteran) and Dr. Kimberly Salazar (Colonel, U.S. Army, 
Retired) are collaborating with leading scientists on three cutting-edge clinical trials aimed at slowing 
or halting Parkinson’s disease. Each trial uses a different approach, but all share one goal: to target 
Parkinson’s disease at its source.

Importantly, researchers believe these treatments 
work best when started early. Drs. Curtis and 
Salazar offer same-day appointments to evaluate 
whether one of these trials may be right for you.

If you’ve noticed a tremor (often in the hand while 
at rest), slowness of movement, or are already 
taking medication for Parkinson’s, please contact 
our office for a free evaluation. The same applies 
to memory concerns — if you or a loved one 
has noticed memory changes, don’t wait. Early 
detection leads to better outcomes.

Dr. Curtis also offers free weekly seminars where 
you can learn how to protect your brain health 
through simple nutrition and exercise strategies.  
Please call our office today at (352) 707-5252 for 
more information or to reserve your spot at an 
upcoming seminar. 
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A Fond Farewell to Paradise 
Recreation Center…
Residents and District staff bid a fond farewell to the Paradise Recreation Center on July 
22 with “A Walk Down Memory Lane” to The Villages oldest recreation center. Paradise 
will close on August 15, and a groundbreaking will be held on August 20 at 9 am to mark 
the beginning of the tear down and rebuilding. Construction fencing will be installed, 
and all remaining furniture, fixtures and equipment removal will begin on August 15.

A Dedicated Web Page for the Paradise Regional 
Recreation Center Construction Project featuring 
Project Updates, Photos & Videos is available 
now at: districtgov.org/paradiserecreation-
projectupdate/ 

Other Key Pieces:

•	 Demolition Phase commences on 01 September (~90 Days).

•	 Total Project Duration is 540 Days  
(Spring 2027 Grand Opening/Ribbon Cutting).

•	 DPM is coordinating joint closures of the Paradise Regional 
Recreation Center with the HVAC Replacement at La Hacienda 
and the Flooring Replacement at Savannah Center. There will 
be some overlap of closures, however DPM & Recreation is 
minimizing impacts to residents and lifestyle groups.

•	 All Sports Courts & Knudson 
Softball will be closed during 
the Demolition Phase of the 
Project. The Church, Archery, 
Fitness & Dog Park will remain 
open throughout the duration 
of the project. There may be 
periodic closures as needed.
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Local Adventures in Lake County,  
Ghost Town Edition – Kismet.

216 Magnolia Drive
Lady Lake, FL 32159

(866)529-8643
www.wateroaksales.com

The Rise and Fall of Kismet
Founded in 1884 by the Kismet Land and 
Improvement Company, this settlement 
arose on the eastern shores of Lake Dorr, 
Florida. Ambitiously planned, it featured 
a 50-room hotel, a sawmill, school, post 
office—and orange groves stretching 
across roughly 200 acres. It was envisioned 
as a thriving winter retreat for settlers and 
tourists alike. But Florida’s temperamental 
climate delivered a devastating blow: the 
Great Freeze of 1889–1895 decimated 
the citrus groves, crippling the town’s 
economic backbone.
By the turn of the century, Kismet’s 
buildings were gone. The iconic hotel was 
dismantled and transported to Eustis, 
where it reopened as the Grand View 
Hotel, only to be torn down again in 1955.  
Now, all that remains of Kismet are a few 
gravestones hidden among forested 
roads—echoes of its past as a bustling 
community.
A Disney Connection
Kismet’s most enduring claim to fame is 
its connection to the Disney family. On 
January 1, 1888, Elias Disney—age 28—
married Flora Call, about 19, at her parents’ 
home in Kismet. Elias, originally from 
Canada via Kansas, had acquired a 40-acre 
farm here, near Lake Dorr.
The Calls—Flora’s parents, Charles and 
Henrietta—were educators and farmers 
who settled nearby in Paisley. They even 
attended church in Kismet and are buried 
in the nearby Ponceannah Cemetery, their 
grave marked by a white stone carved like 
a tree stump.
After the frost wrecked their groves 
and Elias battled malaria, the couple 
abandoned Florida in 1889, moving to 
Chicago. There, their children were born, 
including the future Walt Disney in 1901. 

Kismet’s Imprint on Walt Disney World
The little town of Kismet continues 
influencing Disney’s creative philosophy. 
When designing Disney Springs, Imagineers 
took inspiration from late-19th-century 
Florida towns like Kismet, aiming to evoke 
the charm of small-town living that reflects 
the Disney family’s roots. Even Main Street 
U.S.A.’s design echoes this heritage—
tiny details, like a plaque bearing Elias’s 
father’s name “Kepple,” pay homage to real 
family history and Florida’s nostalgic rural 
communities.
Visiting the Ghost Town Today
While Kismet no longer appears on maps, 
adventurous explorers can find traces via:
• A remote cemetery along Kismet Road with 
scattered gravestones ghosttowns.com.
• Historic artifacts in nearby Paisley, 
including the Call family graves in 
Ponceannah Cemetery.
• The streets of Eustis, where the Grand View 
Hotel once stood as a relocated vestige  
Sfrom Kismet.
Legacy and Reflection
Kismet’s tale is a testament to Florida’s 
cyclical boom-and-bust in its early days. Yet, 
the town lives on through its connection to 
Disney’s family story and the echoes of its 
built landscape in modern theme parks. As 
a frontier settlement born of ambition—and 
undone by nature—it underscores the deep 
roots Walt Disney’s legacy has in Florida’s 
landscape and lore.
This month’s Local Adventures in Lake 
County were brought to you by the team at 
Water Oak Country Club Estates. Come in 
today and tour one of our new construction 
homes, starting at just $149,995, these 
2- & 3-bedrooms homes offer a variety of 
floorplans and open concept living areas all 
in the active 55+ community of Water Oak.

http://www.wateroaksales.com
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In Case You Missed It… Highlights from July Meetings
NSCUDD Revises Board Vacancy Process
The North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) proposes to amend the process for 
selecting new board members when a vacancy occurs, and recommends the following process:

1.	 Advertise the vacancy

2.	 Receive candidate applications through the County’s portal

3.	 Interview, if they choose

4.	 Recommend a candidate to the Sumter County Board of Commissioners (BOCC), if they choose

5.	 Send all applications to the BOCC for BOCC to fill the vacancy.

The District’s attorney, Kevin Stone, said that the NSCUDD Board’s original rules called for the NSCUDD 
Board to make the appointment in the event of a vacancy, but for reasons unknown to him, in 2012 the 
BOCC rescinded the Board’s authority to make the appointment. He said the proposed change can be 
presented to the BOCC and they can choose whether or not to accept it.

Assistant District Manager Bruce Brown said the rule change will need to be advertised, and a public 
hearing held in order to make the proposed change.

In June, when a second vacancy occurred on the NSCUDD Board and there was no mechanism in place 
to advertise the vacancy, the POA called for more transparency in the process. The proposed rule change 
begins with the most important aspect of the process – notifying residents that there is a vacancy.

AAC & CDD 4 Video Recording 
Meetings
After years of prodding by the POA, the District 
is now video-recording the Amenity Authority 
Committee (AAC) and the Community 
Development District (CDD) 4 meetings. The 
videos can be found under the Meetings section 
of each of the boards that are using the video 
recording.

This is a HUGE step forward for residents to see 
these Boards in action, and the POA applauds 
the District and these boards for stepping into 
the 21st Century!

The POA hopes that the other Boards will follow 
suit and give their residents the opportunity to 
see them in action. The POA further recommends 
that the District create a Facebook presence so the 
meetings can actually be live-streamed while they 
are occurring. 

Highlights continued on page 19

Don’t Just Add Years to Your Life. 
Add Life to Your Years.

Schedule your appointment 
and start living your best life

(352) 329-30753429 Warm Springs Ave, The Villages, FL 32163

www.getvipcare.com

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with VIPcare. 
Primary care for 65+.
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• A Blend of Conservative & Reform Services – Families, Singles, Interfaith Couples Welcome
• The Synagogue That Feels Like Family – Warm and Inviting Where Every Person Matters
• Meet Our New Rabbi Ronald Reuven Silverman with Many Years of Experience
• Holiday Observances, Judaism Classes, Fellowship & Social Activities, Life Cycle Events
• Serving the Jewish Community for over 70 years – No Building Fund
• Second Friday Evening & Fourth Saturday Morning Services – Close to The Villages®

315 N. 13th St.  |  Leesburg 
BethSholomFlorida.orgBethSholomFlorida.org 
(352) 326-3692
President@BethSholomFlorida.org
Like us on Facebook

Sumter County has already announced that it will 
be live-streaming all of its meetings when the new 
Customer Service Center opens next year.

PWAC to Look at Sports Pool 
Cooling Units, Handicapped 
Parking and Amenity Fee 
Freeze
It has been a long, and dangerously hot summer! 
Residents regularly using pools throughout The 
Villages have noted temperatures at or above 90 
degrees. PWAC has been asked to consider using 
cooling units minimally at each of the sports 
pools, and depending on costs, to consider them 
for ALL.

District staff will provide costs for the cooling 
units and PWAC will determine how it will 
proceed. 

Another resident asked the PWAC members to 
look at handicapped parking at Fitness Centers, 
which are currently located on the opposite end 
of the parking from the entrance to the centers. 
District Property Management will look at all of 
the Fitness Centers location and come back with a 
report and costs to improve.

PWAC has been asked by the Village Center 
Community Development District to discuss 
an Amenity Fees freeze that was passed by the 
AAC and has agreed to have the discussion at its 
August meeting.

Highlights continued from page 18 Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 
Reports Quarterly Stats
Captain Robert Siemer with the Sumter County 
Sheriff’s Office reported the following statistics 
for the last quarter:

Car crashes	 414

Car citations	 511

Golf car crashes	 27

Golf car citations	 13

Captain Siemer said the biggest problem in The 
Villages is “thefts of opportunity,” such as leaving 
cars unlocked in the driveway, leaving garage 
doors open, leaving keys in golf carts at town 
squares, etc. He also said that in the case of golf 
cart crashes, people who wear seatbelts receive 
substantially less serious injuries than those who 
do not wear them.

When asked about traffic control, Captain Siemer 
said they have several grants that have allowed 
them to increase patrols.

Marion County Presentation – 
August 20
Kathy Bryant, Chair of the Marian County Board 
of Commissioners, will present the “Chairman 
State of Marion County” on August 20 at 1 pm 
at the Mulberry Grove Recreation Center. The 
presentation will cover topics such as roadways, 
first responders, upcoming projects, and how local 
leaders are planning for the future. 

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE LUNCH 

RSVP 352-462-0636  
or for more details.
RMExplained.com

Borrow Smart with Home Equity:
Compare Reverse Mortgage, HELOC, HE, Refi & More

Tues., Aug. 12th, and Tues., Sept. 9th, 12:30 p.m.
at The Standard Coffee Shop in Spanish Plaines Plaza

1552 Bella Cruz Dr, The Villages 32159

Wed., Aug. 20th, and Wed., Sept 17th, 12:30 p.m.
at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza

360 Colony Blvd, The Villages 32162

March 21, 2026
New Covenant Methodist Church

POA 2026

Members 
ONLY

Must be a PAID Member with a 
ticket* at the time of the event

*Ticket information coming soon.

mailto:President@BethSholomFlorida.org
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Property Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 1975

October 2025

POA Watch List 
October Meeting Wrap-Up

Seniors vs Crime

Magazine
ISSUE 51.10

To advertise, contact: Cliff Wiener, POA President 
(352) 418-7372or 1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

New Format 
New Sizes 
New Pricing

Reach Villagers!

Step into the future of advertising with 
our new digital magazine—where sleek, 
modern layouts meet local information 
for residents of The Villages. 
Unlike our previous newspaper-style format, the updated 
magazine offers vibrant visuals, interactive features, and 
premium ad placements that command attention. Reach 
a more engaged audience and position your brand at the 
forefront. We have all new sizes, rates and frequency 
options. Reserve your space now and be part of the 
transformation!

Advertise 
with the 
POA Magazine

Beauty Salons • Financial Institutions • Physicians • Mechanics • Certified Public Accountants 
• Boutiques • Restaurants • Coffee Shops • Veterinarians • Gift Shops • Golf Cart Repair • Roofing • 

Churches • Plumbers • Florists • Shuttles Services • Car Detailing • Nail Salons • Pharmacies  
• Travel Agencies • Interior Decorators • Convenience Stores • Senior Services • Electricians • 

Personal Shoppers • Home Organization Services • Pet Groomers • Landscaping Services

mailto:1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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SHINE Offers Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) volunteers are available to assist clients 
with Medicare related questions including Medicaid, Medicare, and Medigap plans, financial 
assistance, and scams. The service is free and unbiased, and reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations to assist area residents for one-on-one counseling 
on the indicated days. 

“Understanding Medicare,” a group presentation geared toward those turning 65, will be 
made at 1:00 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at the Aviary Recreation Center. 
 

For more information, go to FloridaShine.org or call (800) 963-5337. 

Eisenhower Recreation Center  |  9 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Wednesdays
Chula Vista Recreation Center  |  3 pm - 5:30 pm  |  1st & 3rd Fridays
Lake Miona Recreation Center  |  9 am - 11:30 am  |  2nd & 4th Tuesdays
Lady Lake Library  |  2:00 pm - 3:30 pm  |  2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Leesburg Public Library  |  9:30 am - 11:30 am  |  1st & 3rd Tuesdays

Discount 
Partners 
Program 
Discontinued               
After many years of success, 
the POA Board of Directors 
has discontinued the Discount 
Partners program, effective 
immediately. 
The Partners are no longer listed on the POA 
website and members can no longer use their 
membership card for any discounts. 
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AI Generated Fake Websites – Be Careful
S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

You’re on Facebook or Instagram and an ad pops up from Omaha Steaks ad, 
wow, what a deal. Why, it’s almost too good to be true….  Tech Guru Kim Komando 

had some useful advice in a recent email, and we wanted to share it with you.
Look at the image. That’s not the real Omaha 
Steaks. It’s from a fake site designed to steal your 
money.

It’s happening all over the internet right now. 
You see a great deal on name-brand stuff, a new 
smartwatch, fancy cookware, maybe some 
designer jeans, and you click. 

Everything looks real. The logos, the layout, even 
Apple and Google Pay are options. But it’s a scam, 
and now your credit card info is out there.

A Massive Scam Designed to 
Steal Your Money
Silent Push analysts uncovered thousands of 
fake websites posing as trusted stores like Apple, 
Michael Kors, Harbor Freight, REI, Omaha Steaks 
and more. There’s a massive global scam operation 
that uses real payment methods on fake checkout 
pages. Like thousands-of-sites massive.

The twist? The criminals, likely based in China, 
take your payment and ghost you. No product. No 
refund. No customer service. Total fake-out.

They Cloned Sites
They’re copying everything. Logos, layouts, even 
the checkout process, so much so that you’d swear 
you were on the real REI website while buying  
$10 trail shoes. 

But there were some sites with mismatched logos 
and products. A Harbor Freight clone showed 
Wrangler jeans.

Even worse: These scam sites are popping up 
faster than hosting companies can take them 
down. Many are still up right now.

Don’t Fall For It 
•	 Slow down and read. Misspelled words, weird domain names like “nordstromltems.com” (that’s an 

L, not an I) or random products are huge red flags.

•	 Use virtual cards or a credit card. Not a debit card. You need that fraud protection and a debit card 
offers you no protection at all.

•	 Stick to the real URL. Skip the sketchy ads. Always type the URL in yourself.

•	 If the deal looks too good, it probably is a scam. Period.

Bottom line: 

If the deal looks like it crawled straight out of your dreams, it’s probably from your nightmares. Slow 
down before you click “buy.” 

Now you know this is happening. This scam campaign is a big one, and you need to stay sharp. Help 
share this know-how with your family and friends.

Need more information on scams?  
Contact your nearest Seniors vs. Crime office – there are four to serve you right in The Villages.  Just go 
to seniorsvscrime.com,  and you can find office locations, hours of operation, and contact information. 
You can also request a speaker for your neighborhood group or club. All our services are free of charge, 
and you don’t need an appointment at any of our offices. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2024	 Craig Estep 

	 Jerry Ferlisi
2023	 Sal Torname 
2022	 Bill Schikora 
2021	 Bryan Lifsey
2020	 John Donahe 

	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry
2016	 Frank E. Carr
2013	 “Class Action Five” 

	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman
2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 

	 Betty Cunningham
2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 

	 Vinnie Palmisano
2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 

	 Win Shook
2007	 Rose Harvey 

	 Dorothy Hokr
2006	 Charlie Harvey 

	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard
2004	 Russ Day 

	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2025 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Dan Warren 630-4491
Treasurer Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors
Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Ken Knodel (330) 388-2308
Gary Search

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield (219) 508-6863
Videographer Mike Gross 450-0405
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

61 Days & 
Counting!

The countdown is on! You have 61 days to get 
signed up with your email address before the 
driveway delivery of The POA Bulletin ends! 
The September issue will be the last printed 
for physical delivery. After that, the only way 
to stay up to date on all the issues and news in 
The Villages will be through the POA’s new POA 
Magazine, available only online!

The new POA website is up and running, although 
we continue to tweak some aspects to make it 
as user-friendly as can be. You can still use the 
poa4us.org url to access the new site.

See page 3 for the QR code to log in. You will also 
only be able to join as a member or guest by 
going to the new website.

Don’t be left out in Florida’s heat!  
Sign in and sign up TODAY! 

mailto:poa4you@gmail.com
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Independent Real Estate Company    
in The Villages & Wildwood

C A L L  O N E  O F  O U R  R E A L T O R S  T O D A Y

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Donna Pattermore
(216) 548-9295

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Paul Ledbetter
(352) 661-5309

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Jamie Noll
(352) 459-5892

Nanette Elliott
(352) 551-8776

Liss Cartagena
(352) 877-1855

Katrina & Jon McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Joanie Snaith
(352) 659-4573

Erika Watson
(352) 435-5822

Jim Bell
(817) 307-5678

Timothy Millson
(352) 931-1231

Ann Marie Price 
(717) 350-5586




